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Obserbations 


SCURVY IN THE MERCHANT 
NAVY.* 
By W. DICKSON, M.D., R.N., 


MEDICAL INSPECTOR H.M. CUSTOMS. 


I wAvE been engaged for more than two years in a series of 
investigations instituted by the Board of Trade, with the view 
of ascertaining the origin of scurvy in various ships which had 
arrived in the port of London, and in which cases of the 
malady were either so numerous or so flagrant as to demand 
the notice of the Government. Three years ago the Medi- 
eal Officer of the Privy Council called attention to the dis- 
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* Abstract of a read at the Hunterian Nov. 
No. 261. — 


country. 

In all the vessels inspected the outbreak of scurvy 
directly traced to privation of vegetable food, or of its re- 
cognised substitute, good lime or lemon juice. In a few 
instances the provisions were deficient in quality and 3 
but, as a rule, they were unexceptionable. The same An 


Se ee ae er hygienic conditions 
ships. 
that, 


Nearly all the men examined cheerfully 
when sick, they had been treated with humani 


i been detected ; and dilution and mixing are also prac- 
tised. ee ey , had deteriorated 
from being kept carelessly in a large cask, and become either 
unfit for use or had lost ee oo 
virtues. An u prejudice prevents many merchant 
seamen from using even lime-juice, and its use seems in 
all cases to be left too much to their own discretion. 
officers rarely take it, yet seldom suffer from scurvy, 

their food in the smaller ships, which seldom 
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for them, should form a part;* 2nd, in-not insisting that lime- 
juice, in the form of lemonade, shall be served out every day on 
which fresh bles are not actually issued; and 3rd, in 
not providing the lime-juice shall 
ceria and supplied in such a form as to be reliable, for 
at least two years, as an antiscorbutic, 

ion on the first and second heads is easy and 
obvious; that on the third is quite as essential. [Some 
curious details were given as to the varieties of lime-juice 
and its analysis, and samples were shown of the nauseous, 
worthless stuff that is found under that mame in scurvy- 
stricken ships.] Even the best lime-juice should be mixed 
with ten per cent. of spirits, and packed in sealed vessels not 
exceeding half a gallon. It should be given even with fresh 
meat, if, as sometimes happens, no freak vegetables are pro- 
curable; and in the latter part of the homeward voyage the 
allowance should be increased to one ounce perdiem. All the 
substitutes for it now in use, citric acid, salts of potass, &c., 
should be prohibited. For securing a good article, ab origine, 
various plans have been suggested, Among others, certificates 
from the vendors, warranting its purity and non-liability to 

ition. Respectable dealers, receiving a fair price, 
would not decline a responsibility of this kind, and adultera- 
tion would be checked ; or the lime-juice might be supplied to 
ships only from bond, after having been tested there, and 
mixed with the proper amount of spirit. 

Perhaps the most efficient check would be an official inspec- 
tion, not = of the lime-juice, but of the other provisions, 
more especially the antiscorbutics. The Board of Trade, recog- 
nising the importance of such preventive inspection, suggested 
the appointment of a medical officer for the purpose at nine 
of the chief ports. Control in such questions is vested in the 
local Marine Boards ; but, with the exception of London and 
Hull, the proposal was emphatically negatived by those boards 
as ‘“‘unnecessary, impracticable, and interfering injuriously 
with the business of the port.” It is worthy of note that it is 
from some of those very ports that the most fi t cases of 
scurvy ships proceed, and where the adulteration and counter- 
feiting of lime-juice is most practised. In a vessel from Sun- 
derland, not long ago, two deaths from scurvy occurred, and 
four others of the crew were long in the Dreadnought suffer- 
ing grievously from that disease, The lime-juice supplied to 
that ship was a solution of citric acid. I could adduce other 
instances of the same kind from Liverpool, Glasgow, and other 
ports, in which the result was not fatal, but many of the crews 
endured great misery from scurvy in its most intense form. 

It is unnecessary here to make observations on the medical 
treatment of the sufferers, particulars of which are required by 
law to be recorded in the official log-book. When the disease 
was ised by the captain, the remedies given were judicious, 
but, in the absence of the necessary articles of food, were of little 
avail. Great allowance is to be made for those officers, who 
are often placed in very trying circumstances. They have too 
frequently reckless and insubordinat@ crews to govern, and 
have to do their best amid difficulties which can be realised in 
no other situation. 

r. It ons —- ey knowledge of the elements of 
iene shou 2 acqui y young officers of the Mercantile 
Marine, and that ae should be ann to a simple 
examination on the subject of preserving the health of the 
men they are destined to command. Erroneous ideas that now 
tg on dietetics and other matters would thus be corrected. 
ith seamen well cared for and contented, discipline and right 
feeling could be more easily maintained. Signs of decay in 
the mercantile marine are said to be so evident that its present 
low condition and the causes which have led to it are likely to 
the immediate attention of Parliament.+ Much of the 
physical suffering of seamen may doubtless be alleviated if 
their diet were improved as indicated above. 

[Various other points of hygiene in the merchant navy were 
discussed at length, and allusion was made to the necessity for 
an extension of the recent Contagious Diseases Act to our great 
commercial seaports, where it is even more imperatively called 
for than in garrisons or naval stations. ] 








* It might also include with great advantage an | ration of beer 
or light wine, which are antiscorbutics of greatest value. 

+ See speech of Sir Stafford Northcote, President of the Board of Trade, at 
the opening of the Training Ship, Chichester, in j Is D ber 19th. 

















Bequests.—-Sir John Pollard Willoughby, Bart., 
formerly of Bombay, has bequeathed to the Grant Medical 
a eo i 2,000 rupees, and to the Cancer 
and St. Mary’s Hospitals, Paddington, £100 each. 
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Clinical Remarks 
ON CHOLERA. 
By G. OWEN REES, MD. F.RS, 


SENIOR PHYSICIAN TO GUY'S HOSPITAL, AND LECTURER 
ON THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 





GENTLEMEN, —The two cases of Asiatic cholera which I have 
just read to you present no very remarkable features, but as 
we have lately had several deaths from the disease, and full 
opportunity of studying the post-mortem appearances, I will 
relate to you the results of careful examinations performed by 
Dr. Moxon and his assistants. We have examined in all ten 
cases dying collapsed, and in every case we have found the 
lungs containing blood, and have observed blood to flow freely 
from the pulmonary veins as well as from the arteries on making 
section of the organs. In several cases the pulmonary vessels 
were carefully tied before the lung was removed, and more 
blood was collected from the pulmonary veins than from the 
pulmonary arteries. In one case, im which the collapse was 
very severe and rapid, and in which the pulmonary vessels 
had been tied, it was found on opening the pulmonary veins 
that three-quarters of an ounce of blood escaped, while 
from the pulmonary artery no blood was obtained until the 
heart was turned up, when about an equal bulk of blood 
came away from the right side. The left side of the heart, 
however, still had half an ounce of blood left in it. It has 
been asserted that the blood is arrested in the branches of 
the pulmo: artery in dyin: in cholera;* 
but we may fairly regard F a yee tant figment ween | 
as we have now before us ten consecutive cases of fatal col- 
lapse, in all of which the blood was not arrested in the branches 
of the pulmonary artery, but was found filling the pulmonary 
veins quite as completely as the arteries ; and more than this, 
it had ae through those veins, and reached the left cavities 
of the 

During a former visitation of cholera I took some pains to 
familiarise myself with the characters of the disease by volun- 
teering to take the direction of cases admitted into the Ber- 
mondsey workhouse, and I then had the soqusity of observ- 
ing a fact of which I had been previously informed—viz., the 
existence of cases in which takes place without the 
occurrence of any great amount of those discharges which ap- 
pear occasionally to destroy life by exhaustion. 

The cases 1 have here detailed had much of that character 


death commenced by the brain : in fact whether the cholera 
poison, while it had a purgative and emetic action, did not 
also exercise a di power over the heart or brain when i 
troduced into the body in large quantity. The action, if 
assume the heart attacked, would resemble that of tobacco 
some respects.+ Many of you have suffered from smoking, 
and had vomiting and purging induced, and at the same time 
felt very horrible depression, from which however you soon 
Had you been subjected to the action of a 


when it attacks the body in large quantity it kills by a direct 
action on that organ. Such cases are rare in this country, but 
in India they are by no means uncommonly met with. The 
heart is influenced, however, in all cases, dying collapsed, as 
we can show by our autopsies, the blood passing freely through 
the lungs, and stopping on the left side of the heart. 


to say. If we believe the purging and vomiting to result from 
ee al a a a nea ing pon the 
heart irrespective of its ive and emetic qualities, I be- 
lieve the best thing you can do is to moderate those discharges, 
and to support the heart by stimuli. Treat the case as one in 
which an over-dose of elaterium has been taken, and give reme- 

See Dr. G. Johnson's recent work on 





Cholera. 
of difference in the action of these 
that tobacco ceases to purge after 
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dies which will counteract or moderate the action of the poison. 
Do not be too ready to adopt the notion that the stools and 
vomited matters of cholera are evacuating a materies morbi. 
The sweats of rheumatism and of agne Go.ant saunas te pest 
in the cure, and we do no by en i . We the 
rather try to counteract the poisonous actions by drugs which 
do not happen to act on the skin, and we certainly can thus 
cure ague very satisfactorily; and I have not heard that any- 
one umes in the present day to attack rheumatism with 
diaphoretics, whatever may be his estimate of the value of the 
various plans of treatment which have lately been brought be- 
—_ notice of the profession. But Dany we —— that 
a violent purgative poison is being rom the system in 
the cholera dejecti _ we still Sieee right to draw the con- 
clusion that task sunnip.cansiste inci Serthen ensiting 
that purging. It to me far more reasonable to do 
we can to moderate Tague cy and so enable the system to 
bear the elimination which would then be going on with less 
violence, and would, therefore, be less suddenly evacuating the 
serous constituents of the blood from sia which I hoped 
my earlier cases you saw experiments tri whi hoped 
some good might be done. One patient was made to respire 
nitrous oxide gas, and another inhaled a mixture of oxygen gas 
and atm ic air. Curiously enough no effect whatever was 
produced by these agents—not even a temporary rally, not- 
withstanding that the patients inspired them freely. The blood- 
py ay pin reer pe ising their function, owing 
y to some chemical action of ison on the circu- 
ing fluid which destroys its attraction for oxygen. It a 
ree extremely probable that the physical saiiien of the 
lood assists in producing this decreased ion, when the 
purging has been violent and continued, for then the blood is 
inspissated, and the corpuscles are consequently shrivelled and 
corrugated, 
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A CASE OF STONE IN THE BLADDER: 


LITHOTRITY ; REMOVAL OF LARGE FRAGMENT 
BY THE SCOOP LITHOTRITE, 


By HENRY SMITH, Esq, F.R.C.S, 


ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 





Grorck M——,, aged fifty-seven, in apparently sound bodily 
health, was sent up to me, by Dr. Monckton of Maidstone, 
into the hospital on the Ist of May last, with symptoms of 
stone. I sounded, and detected a calculus of moderate size. 
The examination did not give pain ; the urethra was free from 
stricture ; and the general health was good. I therefore de- 
termined to perform lithotrity. Accordingly, on the 5th of 
May, I introduced a lithotrite into the bladder, and after some 
difficulty, in consequence of there being so much water in this 
viscus, | broke the stone in two; and having crushed one of 
tke halves, as it turned out to be, extracted some fragments 
by the scoop lithotrite. 

May 8th.—He has had a deal of irritation ; but has 

several fragments of a lithic-acid stone. 

12th.—The left testis has swollen since last report. To-day 
I introduced the small lithotrite, and crushed one or two frag- 
ments. 

2ist.—The testis swelled more after the last sitting. To- 
day I introduced the small lithotrite, caught and extracted a 
large, irregular fragment the size of a small nut. 

25th.—He has had retention of urine morning and night, 
requiring the use of the catheter. The testis has also been 
more ee and much swollen. I this day introduced the 
scoop lithotrite, equal in size to about a No. 4 catheter, and 
feeling a fragment of stone, I withdrew the blades, and de- 
pressing them well to the base of the bladder, shook the in- 
strument, and found I had caught the fragment. I could see 
by the guage that it was of considerable size, and intended to 
crush it, but I had not the key in the ward, and whilst one of 
my dressers had gone out for it, I was tempted to try and ex- 
tract it, and to my surprise found the instrument could be 
made to emerge from the bladder without difficulty or pain to 
the patient. ‘Therefore, keeping a firm grasp upon the stone, 
[ pulled it slowly along as far as the external orifice, where, of 
course, it was arrested. I then slightly incised the orifice, and 
to the astonishment of all present, 





which is ted below, was extracted. It measures in 
— y seven-eighths of an inch, and in breadth half an 
i On examination it is clear that the fragment is the 
one-half of an entire round or slightly oval stone. The convex 
edge of the fragment is well shown in the one drawing, and in 
the other is depicted the rough or fractured surface of appo- 
sition. 
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ient, instead of suffering from this ion, was 
much relieved in the course of a few hours, was able to 
pass urine well. All thes a fon Se, 
wen Hints June 3rd, be’ ving been previously sounded 

ully. 

accompanying engraving represents the fragment of 
stone as it was cought in the blades of the lithotrite. 





I have had repeated opportunities of extracting large . 
ments and even entire stones from the bladder hotgh te 
urethra, but it has not occurred to me to succeed in i 
away such an immense piece of stone as is here depicted. It 
was a wonderful stroke of good fortune that the fragment 
should have fallen as it did into the bed of the lithotrite ; for 
had it been caught in any other direction, I must have failed 
to bring it out. As it was, the stone was withdrawn without 
any injury, and with very little pain to the patient, who had 
been suffering most severely from its presence ; and all these 
severe sym subsided rapidly. th : 

lam aware that some oe agony 2 object to 
the withdrawal of f ts after lithotrity, on the ground 
that serious Gamage to the neck of the bi er and urethra 
may result from such a ing. But now that the very 
fine scoop lithotrites have been constructed, I think that this 
objection no longer exists ; and it must be a manifest advan- 
tage to got away an entire stone or the half of an entire stone, 
as in the case detailed, by such a simple means. A great 
of time as well as suffering is saved, even in instances where 
there is a healthy condition of the muscular coat of the blad- 
der. But this kind of ion becomes a necessity in many 
cases of stone, where a more or less palsied state of the bladder 
exists, and where the fragments of the crushed stone cannot 
be It is true that in such a condition the evacuating 
tere may be used with great advantage, but by cach 
means we can only get away small ents. 

I need not say that the utmost gentleness and care must be 
exercised in using the scoop lithotrite for removing large frag- 
ments ; and if any considerable resistance to the withdrawal 
of the hence felt, the stone should be allowed to drop 
from the jaws of the instrument, and an attempt should be 
made to catch it in a different axis ; if this cannot be effected, 
the foreign body can be broken across, and the fragments be 
removed separately. 

Caroline-street, Bedford-square, Dec. 1566. 








REPORT OF A 
CASE OF CANCER OF THE LIVER. 
By WILLIAM ALLAN JAMIESON, M.B. Epr., 


JUNIOR HOUSE-SUBGEON TO THE PRESTON DISPENSARY. 





J. W— , aged forty-two, a power-loom weaver. Has all 
his life been a temperate, steady man, and until the winter of 
1964-65 enjoyed excellent health. Is married, and is the 
father of several children. During the winter before last, 
having been thrown out of work by the stagnation in the 


enormous fragment, | cotton trade, he was obliged to apply for parish relief, and in 
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had an attack which his medical attendant said 
inflammation of the bowels. He had pains in the ab- 
particularly on the left side, but little on the right. 
He sade - a five months. wi’ then sporeenes 
sufficiently to i returning to w though the pains 
have pa hs) me or less rat since, being chiefly excited 
by any sudden jar. About the end of May, 1806, he first 
remarked a swelling in the right hypochondrium, which ap- 
peared to be of the size of his hand, and was not at all painful 
to touch. Has never had syphilis. 

I first saw him on the of July, 1866. He then ap- 
moderately well nourished, with a tolerably healthy 
complexion. Tongue clean ; complains of a bitter taste occa- 
sionally, and has considerable thirst. Does not vomit, but when 
he eats much, and thus distends his stomach, he suffers some 
pain, and finds it best to eat little and often. Bowels opened | 
once a day; stools natural. The right hypochondriac and | 
epigastric regions are occupied by a tumour of firm consistence, | 
over which the skin is movable. It presents on its surface 
two circular facets about four inches in diameter, and de- 


I 





pressed ‘in.the centre; one of these is in front, the other to the | 
right side. The tumour bulges out from below the ribs, and | 
moves downwards about an inch with each inspiration. It is | 
dall on percussion, its dulness being continuous with that of 
the liver ; it measures 64 in. vertically, and extends 2) in. to | 
the left of a central line. The circumference of the abdomen 
at the most prominent part of the tumour, about 2) in. above 
the umbilicus, is 35in. The splenic dulness measures 6} in. 
vertically. ay 5 4 and circulatory systems normal. When 
he lies long on his back his b ing is more difficult, and he 
therefore lies chiefly on his right side. Sleeps badly in con- 
——— of pains in the abdomen; urine normal. He was 
a mixture contai five grains of iodide of potassium 
in each dose, and to paint tincture of iodine over the tumour. 
On the lith of A t, his bowels having become rather irre- 
gular, pills containing a quarter of a grain of resin of podo- 
phyllin were added to the previous treatment, one to be taken 


y. 
On the 20th of August, no beneficial effect having been pro- 
duced on the tumour by the iodide of potassium, me Menlo 
chloric acid footbaths, in accordance with the formula given 
by Sir Ranald Martin in Tax Lancet for December 9th, 1865, 
were prescribed, and also the same acid was administered 
internally. This treatment was continued for five weeks 
Darin Se be: again parish 
in ptember he i lied for ish relief, but 
She kindness of Dr. Smith, in whose district he lived, 
I was permitted to retain him under my care. The tumour 
gradually grow larger and less movable, and his circumference 
shortly before his death (which took place on the 28th of 
October from effusion into the left pleura and congestion of the 
lungs) measured - et At no time ~~ psec jaundice or 
albuminuria, nor did he present any of the ectic ap - 
ance usually accompanyin i disease Latterly he 
did not complain much of nightly opi 


to ee 

ulepsy, thirty-eight hours after death.—The face was ex- 
tremely livid and much emaciated. On opening the abdomen, 
the stomach, enormously distended with flatus, was seen reach- 
ing down into the left iliac region ; and the liver, presenting two | 
large nodules of cancer, bulged through the aperture in the ab- 
dominal walls. The heart and pericardium were healthy. The 
right lung was congested and edematous. The left pleura con- 
tained a quantity of bloody serum, and a piece of medullary 
cancer attached to the upper surface of the dia) hragm, about 
the Jase <3 \arege O he left pom _ denety erent at 
its ; its lower lobe posteriorly was y, non-crepitant, of 
a dark port-wine colour, and pment ae dn its upper por- 
tidn was congested. In size the organ was reduced to about 
one-third of the common dimensions, The diaphragm was 
forced up considerably above its normal level—on the right 
side by the cancerous liver, on the left bya mass of cancer, 
which surrounded the spleen without involving its su 
and was so inseparably connected with the left kidney (the 
intestines occupying the left h ne a ee 
aya ered ae it could not be rem 
entire. oa of this cancerous mass consisted of 
a i su , hollowed out into innumerable 


| 
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g malignant . 
pain, but required a 





cells, 
Ww were filled with a dark bloody-looking fluid ; the lower 


remains of the ids of the left 
was exactly similar to the can- 
kidney conguies ¢ tivengesio-mnaieiiones 
ight ki was rather ; its easily stri 

of The liver weighed ten pounds ; (nbantene wepetenied 
with nodules of cancer of various sizes, amongst which two on 
its upper surface, corresponding to the prominences felt — 
life, were conspicuous. ween the nodules there was mu 

hepatic substance, only a little paler than usual. On dividing 
one of the larger nodules, it was found to be of firm consist- 


in which only some 
were 


liver. 


_enee, slightly softer in the centre, and of a pale yellowish-white 


colour. The larger nodules were d in their centres. 

Microscopic examination.—The mass consisted of much 
fibrous tissue, enclosing loculi, which were tilled with i 
cancer-cells. These cells towards the exterior of the 
presented one, or sometimes two, clearly-defined large nuclei, 
with one or two nucleoli; but in the centre of the mass there 
were many fatty granules and cells so loaded with fat as quite 
to obscure the nucleus. A section made so as to include he- 
patic substance as well as cancer, seemed to show, agreeably to 
the opinion of Frerichs, that the morbid growth extended into 
the yet healthy structure by a prol n of its fibrous ele- 
ment along the portal veins between the lobules. As a result 
the lobule was compressed, and the nutrition of its cells inter- 
fered with, which were seen, under such circumstances, to be 
extremely fatty, and at len to be entirely disin’ 
forming a molecular plasma, from which the cancer-cells might 
draw their nourishment. One link in this process, it is true, 
was not d strated—viz., the growth of the cancer-cells in 
this plasma; but only a very little deeper in the cancerous 
mass, fully formed cinamrediy were found oconpying spaces in 
the fibrous matrix, which me ee those left by the 
disintegrated hepatic lobules. The hepetic substance between 
the cancerous masses was only very sligntly fatty. 

Remark.—With regard to the etiol this case one word 
may be said. In some notes of Dr. Christison’s lectures on 
Dietetics taken by myself, I find it mentioned, ‘‘that the 
habit of and protracted exhausting exercise is apt to 
engender ignant disease.” From the history it would seem 
that just about the time when it is probable the cancerous de- 
posit began, J. W—— did over-exert himself much and often, 
and I cannot help thinking that there was some connexion be- 
tween the excessive metamorphosis of tissue thereby occa- 
sioned, together with scanty food, and the development of the 
cancerous cachexy. 

Dispensary, Preston, Dec. 1966. 
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Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quaamplurimas et morborum 
et um tum aliorum, tum collectas habere, et inter 
se comparare.—Morea@mt De Sed, et Caus. Mord., lib. iv. Prowmium, 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 
A CASE OF JAUNDICE FROM GALL-STONES ; ULCERATION 
OF THE COMMON DUCT; PY-EMIA. 
(Under the care of Dr, Barciay.) 


Ir is very probable that in a considerable number of cases in 
which death has taken place under obscure circumstances, the 
cause, if it could have been tracked, would have been found 
to consist in what Virchow calls ‘‘ metastatical dyscrasia,” 
Unfortunately, hospital experience makes us familiar enough 
with pyemia as it occurs in connexion with some external 
wound or disease, especially perhaps in cases where cancellous 
bone structure has been injured. It is more rare, however, 
to find the symptoms developed from a starting point which is 
neither external nor connected with bone. The following case, 
for particulars of which we are indebted to Dr. Reginald 

may be usefully placed on record by the side of a 
few of this kind which have been published. We can call to 
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mind one, by Mr. Bowman, in which fatal pyemia was 
rently produced by an ulcerated state of the mitral valve; an- 
other, by Mr. Simon, in which penetration of pus from a small 
mesenteric abscess into the thoracic duct was the first step ; 
and others, mentioned by Dr. Bristowe, in which idiopathic 
necrosis unattended by external wound was accompanied by 


pyzmia. 

Louisa H——,, aged forty-four, admitted November 6th. 
She gave the following history :—She had for two years past 
the region of the gall-duct, and followed by the passing of gal 

region -duct, 0 ing of " 
ich were discovered in the stools. he hed 


tenderness in the right 

and fissured ; skin extremely hot ; pulse 

the evening of the 23rd, without any i 
she suddenly became collapsed ; scarcely am 
felt ; her teeth were clinched ; she was m 
very much sunken under the eyes ; there was considerable 
tympanitis < the belly. She remained in this condition, 

t apparently not unconscious, until the 24th, 

when she died quietly ne gradually. 

The autopsy was made by Mr. Thomas Pick, and the follow- 
ing are his notes on the state of the body :—The skin was 
jaundiced ; the conjunctive slightly ti There were old 
F emacs in as vert eura. The right was bile-stained ; 

ere was considerable h ic congestion of the posterior 
part ; there was one cual Gliinaien of pus in the lower lobe 
enclosed in a distinct sac and surrounded by intense conges- 
tion. The left lung was healthy. The heart was uncon- 
tracted ; the left side empty ; a small bile-stained clot in the 
right side ; the valves were healthy; the aorta slightly athero- 
matous ; the — thin, and imperfectly coagulated. The liver 
was covered with patches of diffuse suppuration, which appeared 
to be intimately connected with the PEmifiontions of the 
vein. This vein contained pus, and in one place a broken down 
clot was noticed ; its valves were not thickened, and the lining 
membrane was smooth. The hepatic veins and vena cava 
inferior were natural. The hepatic duct and the ductus com- 
munis choledochus were dilated admitting the index ; 
but the cystic duct was not dilated. At the junction of the 
common duct with the duodenum the mucous membrane of the 
duct was ulcerated throughout its whole circumference for the 
extent of half an inch. The gall-bladder contained several 
stones. The spleen was very large and congested. The kid- 
neys were smooth, mottled, and bile-stained ; they were 
somewhat fatty. 


A CASE IN WHICH FIFTY-THREE LUMBRICI WERE PASSED 
BY A PAKALYTIC CHILD. 


(Under the care of Dr. FutiEr.) 


John F——,, aged three was admitted into the hos- 
pital on the 2lst of November. He had been suffering from 
genes = the right arm and both mane oe Geoee Same the 

was uncertain. He passed two lumbrici before admission. 
When seen he was suffering from paralysi “a oe 
and of both the legs. aa aan entieed Wene ins of santo- 
nine daily, half the quantity being taken at night and half in 
the morning. 

On the 23rd of November he twenty-one lumbrici, 
all dead ; the urine was of chrome-yellow tint. On the 24th 
seven more were passed; on the 25th, one; 26th, four; 27th, 
two; 28th, ae _ ten ; oe ee Ist of Dec., one. No 
more were subsequently passed. e paralysis was consider- 
ably diminished, and he could walk, The total number of 
lumbrici passed was fifty-three. 





HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, BROMPTON. 


CASE OF MALIGNANT TUMOUR AT THE ROOT OF 
THE LEFT LUNG; DEATH; AUTOPSY. 


(Under the care of Dr. Hamiuron Roz.) 


Tue following case is from notes taken by Dr. Dunlop, 
resident clinical assistant. 

Elizabeth H——, aged twenty-three, single, was admitted 
on May 4th, 1866. She became rather delicate two years ago, 
and for eighteen months previous to admission had been losing 
flesh, and suffering from cough, dyspnoea, and frequent pain 
in the left side, with occasional diarrhea and night-sweats. 
Last winter she had a slight attack of hemoptysis, and in 
April she spat up about two ounces of blood. 

On admission her symptoms were — cough, with muco- 
purulent expectoration, slightly tinged with blood. Respira- 
tions 20. Un the left side, anteriorly, there was wooden per- 
cussion, and the respiration was harsh ; posteriorly, the upper 
third was resonant and the respiration faint, with some sub- 
crepitant rales, while there was dulness over the lower two- 
thirds, with faint respiration. On the right side the percussion 
was normal, and the respiratory sounds healthy, though rather 

Pulse 88, of fair strength. The cardiac im- 
pulse was diffused, and at the left apex there was a soft sys- 
tolic murmur. Appetite bad; no dysphagia ; bowels regular. 
There were no signs of concentric pressure. 

The patient gradually became weaker ; her expectoration 
became copious and igns of pericarditis 
while condensation of the whale eft lang took place, fellowed 
by softening and (at the end of June) the formation of a large 
cavity. 

In the beginning of July she variola from a visitor : 
the attack was mild, and after it | i 


end of A set in, her skin assumed a dingy 
cachectic hue, her increased in amount, and be- 
came of a dark ish-yellow colour, and at length she died 


of asthenia on the 21st of 3 
Autopsy, twenty-one hours after death.— Thorax : On the 
right side there were several pleural adhesions. The whole 
lung was highly and contained one or two nodules 
of yellow cheesy matter, each about the = The 
two layers of the left pleura were uti ether 
throughout their whole extent. The left lung contained in its 
base a cavity, with soft i walls, about the size of a 
large cocoa nut; it was filled with pus, and contained frag- 
ments of broken-down areolar tissue, and rounded messes of 
a yellowish-white substance, having the consistence of blanc- 
mange. The rest of the lung contained no deposit cf any kind, 
but was riddled with cavities, each about the size of a small 
and infiltrated with dark sanious which flowed freely 
the cut surfaces on making a section. At the root of this 
lung, and intimately adherent to it, there was a hard carti- 
laginous tumour, of a yellowish-white colour, which was five 
inches long, four inches wide, and about two inches thick. 
The left bronchus entered it immediately beyond the bifurca- 
tion, and it involved the upper half of the pericardium and 
the left auricle. To its posterior surface were attached the 
s, and the latter tube was at one point 


aorta and the > 

narrowed by a nodular projection from the tumour. Neither 
the aorta nor any of the bloodvessels were obstructed or 
in any way implicated. The left auricle had become incorpo- 
rated with the tumour, appearing as if it had been hollowed 
out of the mass; and its anterior wall was of us 
hardness, and about a quarter of an inch thick. ely 
above the attached er of the mitral valve, on the posterior 
wall of the auricle, a i - ; about an 
inch long and half an i pro} tly above the 
level of the endocardium. The two layers of pericardium 


were strongly adherent ex at the apex; and the parietal 
layer wera napiotinated vo the left, and pretty firmly at- 
tached to the right The substance of both ventricles 
was pale and wy ors Abdomen: The liver was fatty; the 
small ; the ki were congested. 2 
a pervs Poa =aibahe ion of a section of the tumour, it 
was found to consist of nucleated and granular cells imbedded 
in a dense fibrous matrix. The soft masses fourid in the cavity 
in the left lung exhibited similar cells. 
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Provincial Bospital Reports. 


ROYAL ALBERT HOSPITAL, DEVONPORT. 


ARTIFICIAL ANUS FOR CANCER OF THE 
RECTUM. 
(Under the care of Mr. Witttam Pavt Swary.) 


Henry M——, a miner, was admitted into the hospital on 
the 17th of July, 1866, with cancer of the rectum. In the 
previous December he had been cut for fistula, which had given 
him much distress, and which healed readily after the opera- 
tion. He had also slight annular contraction of the rectum, 
about three inches up, which was easily dilated by the use of 
bougies. Soon after leaving the hospital, he stated that 
“‘something came down the back passage,” and he became 
unable to retain his feces. On admission, the anus was sur- 
rounded by a hard, pons or ae | mass, the buttocks on either 
side being much indurated. The forefinger could with difti- 
culty be introduced ; and immediately within the aperture was 
a large cul-de-sac, surrounded by the same dense tissue as that 
without the anus. The orifice of the bowel above could not 
at this time be felt, as the examination gave great pain to the 
patient. A constant fluid feculent discharge ran from him. 

On the 28th of July the discharge from the bowel had 
ceased for some days ; and since his admission he had had no 
regular evacuation, <= ¢ various purgatives had been ad- 
ministered. It was found impossible to pass a tube through 
the stricture, so as to administer an injection ; and no “4 
domen was now very tympanitic, vomiting constant, althou, 
not eras mal the ae rapid and weak, it was a 
solved to give the man chloroform, attempt to pass a tube 
through the obstruction, and, that failing, to open the descend- 
ing mol and thus relieve the distended bowel. When under 
the influence of chloroform, Mr. Swain was enabled to detect 
with the forefinger of his left hand the upper opening of the 
rectum, and to pass it backwards and to the left a short way 
into the stricture. By passing a long elastic tube along the 
finger, which was a most difficult ure, owing to the con- 
traction of the external orifice, he was enabled to guide it 
through the upper stricture into the bowel above. Two pints 
of warm water were then injected, which returned highly 
coloured with fecal matter, and accompanied by a great dis- 
charge of flatus. Successive injections were thrown up with 
the same results. The stricture was then dilated by the pas- 
cee 0 house eather Senge Tan So tate, and the man re- 
turned to 


29th.—He had passed a very quiet night, having had a sub- 
cutaneous injection of one-third of a grain of morphia. The 
abdomen is _ tympanitic ; there is no tenderness ; no dis- 
charge from the bowels; sickness still as bad as ever. 

Aug. 3rd.—Mr. Swain was called to him at two a.m. this 
morning. He has been steadily losing ground; the sick- 
ness very urgent, still not stercoraceous ; complains of great 

in in his back ; belly much distended, but not tender. Has 
fad two attacks of syncope, which the house-surgeon feared 
would be fatal, and attributed to the pressure exerted by the 
distended bowels interfering with the heart’s action. Feeli 
that death was imminent unless immediate relief was afforded, 
his condition was fairly laid before the patient, who desired 
that an operation should be ormed. He was removed to 
the theatre, and placed under the influence of chloroform. 
The usual operation for opening the descending colon was then 
performed, The intestine was found bulging forward in the 
anterior portion of the wound, and presented nothing peculiar 
in ap ce. A silk thread was passed through it above, 
and another below, about two inches apart; and the bowel, 
being lifted slightly out of the wound by means of these 
threads, was punctured by a sharp-pointed bistoury, the 
orifice being e ed to about an inch and a half with a probe- 

inted knife. “The incision was made in the long axis of the 

wel, and at right angles to the wound in the integuments. 
Immediately a large quantity of flatus escaped, followed by a 
copious evacuation of dark-brown pasty feces, which issued 
from the orifice in the gut in a steady stream, propelled to 
some distance on the patient coughing or moving. The silk 
threads previously passed through the gut were then attached 
to the skin at the sides of the wound, and another thread 

sed through the side of the orifice in the intestine was 
astened to the apex of the wound in the skin, thus causing 





the opening in the colon to . No hemorrhage of an 
moment occurred, and, a n> mall poultice being lied, 
the patient was removed to bed.—Eleven a.m.: Has only been 
sick once; feels faint occasionally; has kept down beef-tea 
and brandy-and-water; profuse di of fecal matter 
through the ning 5 140. 

4th. -— ‘aept uring the night; no sickness ; troublesome 
cough ; has taken champagne, brandy, and milk freely; stool 
comes away periodically, every six or eight hours, through the 
wound ; has a slight fluid disc from the anus. 

5th.—Has had a quiet night, without much sleep; had 
shivering in the morning ; face flushed ; respiration hurried ; 
a small quantity of liquid feces passed per anum ; wound look- 
ing well ; no abdominal tenderness or distension. 

6th.—Since yesterday afternoon he has become drowsy, and 
although he was roused and took his nourishment fairly, he 
gradually sank and died at half-past seven a. . 

Autopsy, thirty-four hours after death.—Body not much 
emaciated. Rigor mortis well marked. Abdomen not dis- 
tended. Pericardium and heart healthy. Both pleure con- 
tain above eight ounces of lent fluid; no adhesions. 
—— emphysematous; much congested. In the bases of 
the left lower lobe and the right upper there were deposits of 
purulent matter, about the size of hazel nuts. Bronchial 
glands contained cret deposits. Peritoneum everywhere 
natural. The liver adherent to the diaph . In its sub- 
stance there were three purulent deposits. The kidneys pale, 
but otherwise natural. The sigmoid flexure was enormously 
distended with solid feces, reaching half an inch above the 
umbilicus. The walls of the rectum were converted into a 
large scirrhous mass, which was with difficulty removed from 
the surrounding structures. 

Thus the immediate cause of this man’s death was pyemia, 
induced, there can be little doubt, not by the actual operation 
of colotomy, but by the dangerous interference with the 
scirrhous rectum on the 28th of July. If the colon had then 
been opened, the man’s life would, in Mr. Swain’s opinion, 
have been prolonged for a considerable period. 
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Dr. James Atperson, F.R.S., Presrmpeyr. 





CASE OF FRACTURE OF THE RIBS ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE 
CHEST, FOLLOWED BY A PECULIAR TYMPANITIC RESONANCE 
AT THE LOWER PART OF THE THORAX, ACCOMPANIED WITH 
GRAVE SYMPTOMS, BUT ULTIMATE RECOVERY. 


BY SAMUEL SOLLY, F.R.S., 
SURGEON TO ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


A. C-——., aged twenty-nine, had fracture of two ribs on the 
left side from direct violence. Great difficulty of breathing, 
with almost fatal syncope, followed, and for more than a w 
he was in great jeopardy. The heart was driven over to the 
right side of the chest, and its normal situation occupied b 
the stomach. He slowly recovered, and is now quite well, 
Both heart and stomach, at the end of two months from the 
date of injury, had returned to their proper positions. Query, 
did these symptoms arise from rupture of the diaphragm, or 
paralysis of the diaphragm, or inordinate distension of the 
stomach ? 

The PRESIDENT thought the case was one of pneumothorax. 

Dr. Pavy had been in attendance on the interesting case 
to which attention had been directed by Mr. Solly, and he 
would like to make a few observations to the Society regarding 
it. He had been called in the first evening after the accident 
had occurred. From the difficulty that the patient experi- 
enced in swallowing, and the aoe wee and pain in 
the epigastrium, he was apprehensive that some serious injury 
of the cesophagus or stomach had occurred, and was doubtful 
whether the patient would live through the night. The fol- 
lowing morning, however, he was better, but in the evening 
symptoms of collapse came on, and led Dr. Clapton and him- 
self to fear that internal abdominal hemorrhage was going on. 
This opinion was confirmed by Mr. Solly, who now saw the 
case, and the administration of the acetate of lead, with the 
external application of ice, was resorted to. The patient 
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rallied somewhat, but still continued in a most critical state. 
The strictest quietude of body was enjoined, and a couch had 
been vided which dispensed with the necessity of move- 
ment being made for any purpose. One i about a 
week after the occurrence of the accident, Dr. Pavy was hur- 
riedly summoned to the patient, and found him in the greatest 
state of distress, with a sense of depression at the chest, which 
had been brought on by his exerting himself and being raised 
a little for the purpose of changing his apparel. ‘The apex of 
the heart was tilted up to the left and seen beating above the 
nipple. Below this, percussion gave a tympanitic resonant 
sound, and auscultation an absence of all respiratory murmur. 
With what examination Dr. Pavy had been able at the com- 
mencement to make, there had been nothing abnormal dis- 


evident, however, that a circumscribed collection of air now 
existed at the lower 
the heart up 
he circumstances of the case woul 
making a complete physical examination ; but as soon as the 
patient could ised it was found that at the lower part of 
the chest on the left side there was dulness on i 
bronchial breathing, and bronchophony. It was to be inferred 


SS ee the lung, uced the circum- 
scribed collection of gas i Mi menartncly, eaten The 
sounds in the upper part of the chest were natural both ante- 
riorly and posteriorly. The line of tympanitic resonance 
descended, and in the ceurse of a month from the occurrence 
of the accident the patient was about. He now left town for 
his father’s seat in clpeery Oy was lost sight of for some 
time. When Dr. Pavy next the opportunity of examin- 
ing him, the condition of his chest was in every natural, 
and the patient was in the enjoyment of ordi ealth. The 
opinion had existed in Dr. Pavy’s mind whilst in attend- 
ay ay eager LSE 
to a rupture of the diaphragm a partial displacement of 
the stomach. He.knew that such an accident was rare, and 
usually proved fatal; but still cases had been placed on re- 
eine ay oh lig justified him in taking that view. 
Devergie, in his ‘‘ Medical Jurisprudence,” had narrated the 
case 0 0 caspenter sabe Ded Solien on Sp aeenp eealialding oom 
the dome of the Invalides, at Paris. The man resumed his 
work at the end of six months, although still ing from a 


perce deci et 


fall from a height of t twenty feet, and was taken to the 
ae it was ascertained that he had fractured 
seven ri 


Spitting of blood followed, and the ae i 
was labouring and short. Three days later, when he had 
become better, he fell out of bed and died in the course of a 
few hours. At the i ion of his body, a rent in the apo- 
neurotic centre of the di was discovered, which had 
permitted the stomach, and a portion of the arch of the colon, 
to pass into the chest. There was nothing to show positively 
at which accident this rupture had occurred; but as the 
-— of the opening were found in a wasted state, it was 
inferred that it was most probably at the first. In the 
Guy's Hospital Reports for 1838 a case had been recorded b 

Dr. Taylor in which a ruptured diaphragm must have existed 
for nine months, and had esca, roo during life. The 
patient had fallen from a great height on to the deck of a 
vessel ; one ankle was injured and some ribs fractured. The 
ankle gave him most concern, and prevented his 

about. Six months after the accident he was admitted into 
Guy’s Hospital, under Mr. M "s care, on account of the 
ankle, from which a portion of e had come away. Ampu- 
tation was subsequently performed, but the patient died three 
months after admission into the Hospital, or nine months 
after the occurrence of the accident. The post-mortem 
examination unexpectedly displayed a rent in the diaphragm, 
which had allowed of a protrusion of the stomach and some 
of the colon, covered by omentum, into the cavity of the chest. 
The omentum was here and there firmly adherent to the 
margins of the opening. Difficult as it was to reconcile such 
an accident as rupture of the diaphragm and hernia of the 
stomach with subsequent complete restoration to a normal 





condition, yet Dr. Pavy must own that he did not see his way 
to any other explanation of the phenomena of the case under 
consideration attended with less objection; and Dr. Walshe, 
he said, who had seen the 


t : tient whilst the unnatural condi- | 
tion existed, had express 


himself of pepe that this formed | 
be offered, Dr, Pavy | 


the most plausible hypothesis that coul 





| found to be that of perfect health. 
| the case, its commencement and termination, when the phy- 


did not conceive it to be impossible that when the pati 
began to move about, the weight of the stomach mi 
a protruded ion of it back into the abdomen, 
natural on auscultation and percussion would 
stored. He had carefully weighed the possibility 
tympanitic resonance being due to the pneumothorax ; 
dict: eek shane Se sssumed, first, that adh 
existed to confine the air to the lower of the chest ; 
next, that the inferior part of the lung was glued to the 
thoracic parietes posteriorly. The patient was a remarkabl 
paar gf poem ar nag, i = mad justify 
such an assumpti ition to Mr. Solly’s suggestion 
dass tanacdlinatenaltandideen anteriorly, such as 
would have been looked for to account for such a di 

ment of the heart and compression of the lung as had existed 
by a simply flatulent stomach acting upon a paralysed 


a 
slbevene 


phrenic 
wounded by a fracture of two of the lower ribs. There was 
no nerve in the body better protected from inj than the 
phrenic, and a broken rib forced in so as to it would 
almost certainly wound some other important part, as the 
pericardium or the heart. Then the re recovery was in- 
compatible with the idea of rupture of the phrenic nerve. 
ee Solly must — that com nerve power | oe not 
regained in so short a period as three months—the peri 

i IEG metuninee ne, one i 

was reported to be breathing well, and to be restored to 


Dr. GreEnnow said he thought with the President that the 
case had probably been one of pneumothorax, and not of either 


the diaphragm. There were, indeed, 


with the third rib, outside the line of the left nipple ; hoary | 
in all the cases of pn orax on the left side which 

come under his observation, the heart had been pushed over 
to the right. But al h it was not easy to reconcile the 
position of the heart with the idea of pneumothorax, he 
nevertheless considered that this supposition met the general 
circumstances of the case better either of the other 
theories which had been put forward. As regarded rupture 
of the diaphragm, they the high authority of Mr. Guthrie 
for the opinion that perforations of that organ never entirely 
healed up; and he (Dr. Greenhow) certainly did not believe 
that a rupture so considerable as must have taken place in the 
present case, in order to admit sufficient protrusion of the 
stomach into the thorax to cause displacement of the heart, 
compression of the lung, and tympanitic percussion resonance 
up to the fourth rib, could ever have so completely closed as 
to allow of the return of the thoracic organs to their normal 

ition. 

“ Savrer remarked that the case belonged to an interest- 
ing class in which some unusual physical condition 
demanded some exceptional hypothesis for its explanation. 
For the satisfactory elucidation of such cases, there is one 
thing which is a sine qué non—a careful, full, and consecutive 
record of the physical signs. The want of this was the one 
fatal deficiency in the history of the present case, the narrative 
being in this respect so imperfect that it could not be said to 
contain the data for the formation of an exact opinion, The 
chest was not examined until the fifth day after the accident. 
On the sixth and seventh, the rise and fall of the resonance 
alone were mentioned. Four weeks after the accident, the 
chest is described as being in statu quo, and there is no further 
record for seven months, when the state of the parts was 
At those two points of 


sical signs would probably have conclusively indicated the 
nature of the lesion, there was no information. Three opinions 
appeared to have been entertained at different times—one, 
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It was tae ee nee a Fe 

pneumothorax, why the patient only 

smal] quantities of food at a time, ‘ood oppressed 

because the air in the left Prostion woul 
ragm on the stomach. The Suppo 

condition 


‘opin a on yo a tm 
ually untenable, — 


aor ey Gforence of t the level of ic 
ee ere middle line. In 
difficulties, he (Dr Salter) could not but believe that the 


ease was one of 
from those which 


presi 
a 


A Fet.iow said he thought the only proper explanation 
‘was that the diaphragm was ruptured, and this view was 
too e fact that it was the one taken by those | , 
who seen 


e patient, including Dr. Walshe. 
Mr. Souty said the a ayo had been 


Walshe, 


carefully considered a and himself, 
but it had been decid against. As recast the phenomena 
of the breathing—i. e., as to its abdominal or not—there 


was possibly some error. Mr. Solly referred to the difficulties 
an examination of the case. For some a the 
front the —— could be examined, and when a i coal be 
oo evidence was against pneumothorax. 
Ben as A itor of the paint cave sine he 
esonrtind nder his care. Mr. 'y then gave particulars 
of a case of rupture tap ane sory The patient died of 
_— gy = the rupture was due to an accident some 
time before. The stomach was protruded into the thorax. 
Mr. sell had mentioned the injury to the — nerve as 
a possible and not as a certain explanation of 
“ate W oni hat rtant t in the diagnosis 
oop said t one im point in 
raprare of that muscle or pet on the one hand, and 
a ener 0 + te or og _* the other, would 
e ion of the apex of the heart, paral of one 
side “tthe from i injury to the _ nerve, the 
heart would be simply elevated by the pressure of aa abdo- 
minal but would remain still on the same side of the 
chest. But, on the other hand, if air or of the — 
viscera had obtained ingress into the left t thoracic 
heart must inevitably be pushed over to the right side of the 
median line. Now, he understood Dr. Pavy to say that the 
heart was felt beating above the left nipple. If so, then it 
would favour the theory put forward by the author of the 
paper—viz., paralysis of one side of the diaphragm. If this 
were the case it would not necessarily be accompanied by a 
similar elevation of the right side of the diaphragm, which 
ht, under the conditions, be depressed by ¢ action 
of its fibres so as to destroy the symmetry of the joncuane 
Mr. CurtIne said, as the discussion on the paper 


to have ceased, and as the subject of fracture of the ri was 


than | was no one present who could supply the information as 


the difficulties | oom, 





eae eee? a aaa 
case, sai t it y un) or to 
Maxort paralysed 


eo 
Mr. BarwELt said the question seemed to him to turn 
the sort of breathing the patient had, and he asked if 


its nature. 
ARTIFICIAL VELUM AND PALATE. 








. Mare Sée (of Paris). 
nao to dress with al 
the decom: 
— former » in , 
porn mm 'y, - 
mari upon the blood, he can prevent the oe iis 
In the course of the discussion, M 
~" ’ Te leading obstetricians of Paris, made merase 
worthy of ey He said that he had instituted experiments 
to test the value of ergotine in midwifery, and that from these 
he concludes that ergotine can in no way take the place of the 
ergot, He never uses the former in languid uterine action. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1866, 


WE are in the dark short days of December, and ‘‘ the year 
is dying.” It is to be feared that, on the whole, a retro- 
spect of the year will dispose most men to say, ‘‘ Let him die.” 
There has been little in the general history of the country 
upon which we can satisfactorily dwell. But the period has 
been eventful enough to make it an historical year. The com- 
pletion of the Atlantic Telegraph; the short, quick, decisive 
conquests of Prussia; the liberation of Italy; the political ex- 
citement of our own country; our monetary crisis, unprece- 
dented in severity, and, we fear we must add, in discredit to 
once honoured names,—make the year important beyond its 
common predecessors. 

In a simply medical light the year has been unusually re- 
markable and interesting. The great events have been of the 
epidemic order, It is not a little characteristic of our day 
that we are getting to view disease so much in the mass, as it 
were, and the fatality of it so much as the inevitable outcome 
of the physical conditions of animal life. 

When the year began, and for some months before and after, 
we were losing thousands of animals a week from cattle plague, 
which nobody now doubts was imported into this country 
from Russia. It may well seem that the cattle plague has 
been one of the great calamities of the year. It has destroyed 
253,791 animals, and 52,496 cattle have been slaughtered to 
prevent the spread of the disease. In Cheshire, as many as 
52 per cent. of the cattle have been destroyed. The pecuniary 
loss arising from the plague is estimated at £3,500,000. The 
price of meat has been accordingly very high. But there 
is another side to the question. Indirectly it has been the 
cause of a large amount of good. The investigation into the 
origin and nature of the disease as embodied in the three 
Reports of the Commissioners, and especially in the Third 
Report, will take its place amongst the most valuable work 
in the history of scientific medicine. This investigation was, 
in truth, a model of what all investigations into the nature of 
disease should be. The very errors of the Commissioners 
were scientifically conceived, as they were scientifically dis- 
proved. The successive adoption and abandonment of theories 
which in turn compared the cattle plague to various human 
diseases will serve at once as a caution and a guide to medical 
practitioners. When, for example, Dr. Murcutson pointed 
out the close analogy which cattle plague bore to small-pox, 
members of our own profession and those of the veterinary 
art vied with each other in the great crucial experiment of 
vaccination, For three or four weeks the intensest interest 
was felt in the results, and the whole country underwent an 
education om the nature of medical investigations which has 
left it more intelligent and more respectful ever since. At the 
beginning of the plague false theories of its nature and origin 
were rife, It was said by many to have originated sponta- 
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neously in England; to have no contagious property; and to 
be curable by remedies the most diverse and unlikely, At 
the end of the plague all these theories were disproved. 

On the question of the cause or the contagium of the dis- 
ease, the investigations of the Commissioners rendered it pro- 
bable that it is of the nature of organic particles of epithelium 
thrown off mainly from the lungs of animals already affected. 
In nature the disease was shown to be a fever sui generis, in- 
tensely contagious, but incapable of communication to other 
animals than those of the ruminant order. The eruption on 
the mucous surfaces was shown to be epithelial, and not pus- 
tular in character. The curious observation was made that, 
at the beginning of the disease, in animals which to all appear- 
ance were well, the temperature rose. Various other points 
of great practical and scientific interest were made out by the 
oO interesting not only in reference to the cattle 
plague, but as tending to indicate the nature of other con- 
tagious diseases. Among these we should mention the fact, 
ascertained by Dr. SanpERson, that the blood is so charged 
with the poison of the disease that this can be produced by in- 
oculating with the serum. We should specify the valuable 
researches of Dr. Aneus SmirH and Mr. Crooxkss in reference 
to the disinfection of the poison of cattle plague. Passing from 
these valuable investigations, we have only to say that the 
delay which occurred in legislating upon this subject was an 
instance of the harm which accrues from ignorance on the 
part of statesmen and other public men of the nature of dis- 
ease, and imperfect respect for the teachings of medical sci- 
ence. But after all that the nation has suffered for not doing 
what those best acquainted with the disease from the begin- 
ning recommended should be done, and after the complete 
suceess which has attended late legislation on the subject, it 
would be unhandsome to dwell upon this point. It would be 
unjust to Professor GAMGEE not to allude to his valuable con- 
tributions on this subject. Though received at first with 
something like ridicule, it must be acknowledged that, to some 
extent at least, ‘‘ he held his own.” 

The year will be associated, at least in the history of medi- 
cine and the public health, with the cholera. This epidemic 
came not unanticipated, and, although it has found too many 
victims, it never found so much effective resistance awaiting 
it. It is too soon to calculate the whole extent of the pre- 
sent epidemic; but hitherto it has, in London at least, been 
signally restricted. We are unable to boast of any thera- 
peutical discoveries. In this direction the experience of the 
disease has not been altogether valueless, though unfortunately 
it has been chiefly negative. The true pathology of cholera 
is still hazy in the extreme. The late physiological discoveries 
of Bernarp have been fruitful in explanation of cholera as of 
every other morbid condition ; but, so far, they have not led 
to any well-sustained theory, or one conducting to any satisfac- 
tory method of treatment. The recent researches of BEALE, 
showing the denuded state of the intestinal villi, and the 
blood-stained condition of the nerves and ganglia around the 
smaller vessels of the intestine, are of great interest. Dr. 
BeALE is careful to point out that the extensive removal of the 
epithelium of the villi does not seem to him to be the result of 
an eliminative act. The villi are organs of absorption, not of 
secretion or elimination. Not the least important fact is that 
Dr. BEALE reports that in all the cases of cholera which he 
has examined there was evidence of structural change in the 
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tissues of the intestine, implying that morbid alterations had 
been going on for months, and in some cases for years, before 
death. This piece of physiological pathology accords well with 
the fact that persons in depressed state of health, or living in 
unhealthy conditions, ceteris paribus, more frequently take 
cholera than others; and it strengthens the hope, which on 
various other grounds we entertain, that if we could improve 
the hygienic conditions of the people, we should be able to 
reduce the mortality from the presence of the cholera poison 
amongst us to an unimportant quantity. 

The great lesson of this epidemic of cholera is one that many 
discerning students of the disease had learnt before, and has 
reference to its mode of origin and propagation. We have seen 
it steadily advance towards us. We have tracked its progress, 
And though it has come to us by a different route from that 
by which it has hitherto come—by the Mediterranean, and 
not by the Baltic Sea,—it has not the less steadily and con- 
sistently followed the great traceable lines of human inter- 
course and traffic. The first cases in this country were clearly 
imported from the Continent. They occurred at Southampton, 
Liverpool, London, Llanelly, Shields, and other parts. Next 
to the teachings of the epidemic of 1866 as to the importa- 
tion of cholera, and perhaps still more important, are its teach- 
ings as regards the importance of hygienic conditions as factors 
in the diffusion of cholera. We may be unable to shut out 
cholera by any practicable system of quarantine, and yet we 
may be able so to improve the general physical conditions of 
the people as to make its spread simply impossible. Every- 
where this year it has been apparent that the disease has 
spread in proportion to the defects of those sanitary provisions 
which it is the great business of municipal governments to 
secure in the greatest possible degree. And the one agent of 
diffusion which has outstripped all others in importance has 
been impure water. We have to congratulate ourselves that 
the mortality in London has been greatly less and more re- 
stricted than in any former epidemic—a fact due, there can be 
no doubt, to the general improvement in the water-supply of 
Loudon. The severe form of the disease in the East end must 
be attributed to defects still remaining, which were fully ex- 
posed by our Commission, but which will not be allowed to 
continue. We should not omit, in noting the lessons of the 
epidemic of 1866, to say that disinfectants have been used 
more lavishly and on more scientific principles than on any 
former occasion, and that to this probably is partly due the 
greater restriction of the disease. 

Not the least curious fact in the epidemic part of the history 
of the year has been the repeated importation of yellow fever, 
extending in Swansea, in August last, to the general com- 
munity, and causing fifteen deaths out of twenty cases. 

Other epidemic diseases have been too rife. Small-pox has 
occasioned a large number of deaths, and has prevailed on a | 
scale which cries urgently for a more accurate investigation | 
of the present system of vaccination, and for a more com- 
plete enforcement of the provisions of the Vaccination Act. 

Before leaving this part of the subject we would remark 
upon the curious fact that, of the two great zymotic diseases 
of the year, one has been so exclusively limited to cattle, and 
the other to mankind. The cattle plague has not been more 
innocuous to men than the cholera has been to animals. 
Whatever the relations of the lower animals to men, it is well 


| 





to notice their different susceptibilities to morbid poisons. 


Professor Hvuxtry has said on this subject, ‘‘The poison 
which hurts animals does not leave us unscathed.” But in 
the cattle plague we have a poison which kills huge animals 
and leaves us untouched, and in the cholera we have a poison 
which kills us and leaves all the animals about us, so far as 


| we know, unaffected. 


In regard to other than epidemic forms of disease, the his- 
tory of the year does not suggest anything very remarkable. 
Next to the epidemics the scientific questions of the year 
which have chiefly engaged the attention of the profession 
have been, syphilisation, the production of local anwsthesia by 
Dr. Ric#arpson’s apparatus, and clitoridectomy. The visit 
of Professor Borck gave rise in the Medical Society of London 
to a discussion on the merits of the practice of syphilisation. 
The evident earnestness of Professor Borck and his high 
reputation secured for his advocacy of this practice a more 
respectful hearing than could otherwise have been expected 
for a proposal which slightly shocks our national notions of 
propriety. Weare glad, however, that syphilisation is being 
treated as a strictly scientific question. We may ere long 
expect the report of those gentlemen who undertook the treat- 
ment of cases begun by Professor Borck, and until that report 
appears we forbear to express any opinion on the subject. 

Dr. Ricuarpson may be fairly congratulated on having 
added to our harmless methods of producing anesthesia. 
There is still some difference of report as to the constant suc- 
cess of the ether spray ; but, on the whole, there is a con- 
currence of opinion as to its efficiency in well-selected cases. 

The operation of clitoridectomy has been very severely 
handled by the profession; but, in our opinion, not more 
severely than justly. The nature of the proceeding calls for 
the severest criticism, and the success of the operation hitherto 
has been so doubtful as not to justify the practice of it. 

It is impossible in a review of this kind to fairly represent 
the good work which is being done in the profession. Some 
of the best work by which our practice comes ultimately to be 
improved is either done noiselessly, or the report of it excites 
but little attention for a time, until its practical bearings be- 
come manifest. Of this mature are the labours of Dr. J. 
Burpon-SANDERSON and Dr. ANSTIE respecting the application 
of physical methods to the exploration of the movements 
of the heart and pulse in disease, those of Mr. Locknarr 
CLARKE in the investigation of the morbid anatomy of the 
nervous centres in various obscure disorders, and those of Mr. 
CurisToPHER Hears on the application of the endoscope to 
the exploration of diseases of the urethra ; besides a host of 
others, whose researches we are always glad to record. 

The columns of our “‘ Mirror” have also contained frequent 
references to many other important additions to our means of 
diagnosis, or of treatment. Amongst these it is enough to 
refer to the use of the clinical thermometer now gradually 
becoming general in the metropolitan hospitals, the applica- 
tion of the sphygmograph in the diagnosis of aneurisms, the 
improvements in medical electricity, and the use of chloride 
of zinc, in solution, to surgical wounds or accidental injuries, 

On the whole, we may say that the year has witnessed a 
great activity of the mind of the profession—a disposition to 
reconsider all dogmas, on good cause being shown, and to 
entertain new proposals in the spirit of a right dissatisfaction 
with the past, and a proper hope in the future. And if the 
best minds of the profession have been engaged rather in 
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studying the deep nature of disease than the empirical treat- 
ment of it, it is gratifying to note that those who have most 
profoundly acquainted themselves with pathological processes 
have not in doing so lost the true faith of physicians—the 
faith in remedies. As an illustration of this, we may instance 
the highly ingenious, and, as it appears, successful, proposal of 
Dr. BroapBENt, to treat cancerous tumours by the injection 
of dilute acetic acid. Other pathologists had long been labour- 
ing in the same field, and with but slight success ; and it was 
reserved to Dr. Broappent to apply the knowledge, long 
familiar to all microscopical observers—that acetic acid dis- 
solves the walls of cells, _-to the treatment of one of the most 
serious and painful affections to which flesh is heir. From a 
specimen exhibited by Mr. Moore at an early meeting of that 
most active and useful association, the Pathological Society, 
it appears that cancer thus treated rapidly degenerates and 
becomes infiltrated with oil, and is thus rendered perfectly 
innocuous. 

The proceedings of the Medical Council during its session 
in May need not detain us here. On the whole we thought 
them important and creditable, but very incomplete. The 
Medical Act is still in much need of amendment. The new 
Pharmacopeeia is yet, for all practical purposes, in the future ; 
and there are still licensing bodies which act according to their 
own antiquated views of the education of a surgeon. Notwith- 
standing all this, much has been done by the Council towards 
the better education of candidates for medical diplomas, which, 
after all, is its principal function. It only needs to talk a little 
less and do a little more to secure the respect of the profes- 
sion. 

Of the three corporations in London entitled to confer the 
right to practise Medicine, the College of Surgeons alone has 
been distinguished in any way, and this more by the action of 
others than by its innate vitality. The annual election to the 
Council terminated, as we predicted, in the re-election of Mr. 
Hritron and the return of Mr. Cuartes Hawks; and the 
addition of the latter gentleman to the reforming party enabled 
Sir Witt1am Ferovsson shortly afterwards to carry that 
most important resolution of the Council which has already 
borne fruit in the retirement of Mr. Ceasar Hawkins—viz., 
that in the opinion of the Council it is not advisable that 
the examiners should hold office for more than ten years. 
Whether the reforming element is sufficiently infused to lead 
to the election of examiners from outside the Council will 
shortly be manifested by the steps taken to fill Mr. Casax 
HawErss’s vacancy; but since it is known that negotiations 
with the College of Physicians are pending, it is probable that 
the formation of a combined board of examiners, qualified to 
confer the double diploma, will considerably modify the sys- 
tem of examination at both Colleges. 

The annual meeting of the British Medical Association at 
Chester, though somewhat damped by the recent death of Sir 
Cuar_es Hastines, the founder of the Association, passed 
off successfully. We presented a special report of the several 
scientific discussions in our columns, and published in extenso 
the very able, eloquent, and suggestive address of Mr. Bow- 
MAN, in which the one-faculty system, so long advocated by 
Tue Lancet, received full and elaborate support. 

We are inclined to hope that the external relations of the 
profession have been on the whole advantageously affected by 
the events of the year. There have indeed been too many of 





those miserable actions against medical men which tend so 
seriously to hamper them and to prevent the best exercise of 
judgment in difficult cases. Conspicuous among these cases 
are those of RupMawn v. the ARMsTRONGS, and AnsoLon v. 
SratHam. The result in both cases was in the main satis- 
factory. In the former case the trial was cut short by the 
jury intimating that their minds were made up in favour of 
the defendant. In the case of Mr. Sraruam, although 
the result was not equally gratifying, it afforded very 
poor ground for encouragement to the wretched class 
of patients who find enjoyment in persecution. Mr. 
StarHam may console himself by remembering that his 
professional behaviour has been completely approved by 
his brethren, and that the hesitation of the jury to 
find a verdict in his favour was apparently occasioned only 
by his own excessive kindness to his patient. The un- 
satisfactory thing is, that such actions should be brought 
against medical men. I[t is a poor consolation that when 
brought they generally break down. It was therefore with 
special satisfaction that we lately noticed some very severe 
reflections on the legal promoters of these actions, “‘low 
attorneys” as the Law Times called them. If once it comes to 
be understood that attorneys will lose caste by taking charge 
of cases which are meant unreasonably to annoy or injure 
respectable medical men, we may hope to see the end of such 
cases. In this time of peace and good will, we have pleasure 
in thanking our legal contemporary for his indignant repudia- 
tion of the tactics of low attorneys and for his suggestion of 
remedies. We trust that our contemporary will not lose sight 
of the subject till his remedies have the desired effect. 

Amongst the legal trials of the year, not the least interesting 
to the medical profession was that of Hunter v. Suarpe. We 
have so lately commented on this case that we need not dwell 
on it now. The Pall Mall Gazette has earned the thanks of 
the profession by its spirited maintenance of the right to 
severely criticise all doubtful forms of medical practice. 

We are still unable to congratulate our brethren in the 
public services upon the carrying out by the authorities of the 
recommendations of the Committee on the position and remu- 
neration of medical officers in the army and navy. The delay 
is the more remarkable as these recommendations were ap- 
proved by the former War Minister and Lords of the Treasury. 
We cannot think the present Ministry either insensible to the 
necessity of carrying out these recommendations, or indisposed 
to adopt them. We can only wonder and wait. 

There was little in the action of Parliament to call for 
notice at our hands, excepting the passing of the Sanitary Act. 
This was a great step in the direction of curtailing personal 
liberty whenever it is apt to injure others ; but it must be ad- 
mitted that the measure is defective in many respects, and 
will require amendment. A more extended Bill for the Pre- 
vention of Contagious Diseases in our garrisons and seaports 
was passed ; and we were careful to bring the important pro- 
visions of the Act under the notice of the profession and the 
public, believing that the time will shortly come when not 
only the public services, but the public at large, will be cared 
for by a paternal Government, which is beginning to see its 
obligation to obviate by suitable provisions the spread of vene- 
real disease among the populace. This Act came into opera- 
tion in October last. It will be seen from another part of 
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for eighty additional beds at the Lock Hospital. There was no 
lack of interest in questions affecting the health of the people ; 
but the excitement of the session was unfavourable to the 
settlement of them. Great praise is due to the Hon. Mr. 
Bruce, of the Home Office, for the ability he displayed in 
earrying clause by clause of the Sanitary Act, and it is much 
to be desired that he may give further attention to sanitary 
legislation, a field in which there is a great deal of good and 
urgent work yet to be done. The legislation on the cattle 
plague was, to say the least, effective. It was wastefully late ; 
but it is doubtful whether any such measure could have been 
passed much sooner. A hundred years ago the plague lasted 
twelve years. On this occasion it has been almost stamped 
out in a year anda half. The greatest care, however, will yet 
be necessary to prevent the resuscitation of it, and further 
legislation will be requisite to prevent its re-introduction. 

At the close of last year we had to congratulate the pro- 
fession on the honour done to it by her Majesty’s late Govern- 
ment in conferring the dignity of baronetcy on Mr. Ferausson. 
That step was followed by the bestowment of similar distinc- 
tion upon Dr. Smrpson of Edinburgh, Dr. Corrican of Dublin, 
and Dr. Warson of London. The profession feels honoured 
in the honour done to these gentlemen, who in the three sections 
of the United Kingdom worthily represent it. 

We have to lament the death of many eminent members of 
the profession ; and this all the more that many of them died 
in the very midst of their career of usefulness, and, in not a 


few cases, of disease which no doubt is preventable, Branpez, 
Conotty, Hopvexr, Basineron, Morison, Sprurer, 
M‘Gricor, M‘Wuixniz, Toynper, ANSELL, Hastings, 


James Duncan, OCraicre, BARLow, and JEAFFRESON are 
mames which, without any comment, will give an idea of the 
loss we have sustained, to say nothing of a host of general 
practitioners whore absence from the ‘‘ places which once 
knew them” makes them conspicuous still. 

In taking leave of the year 1866 we venture to hope that 
we have not altogether failed in the performance of the great 
functions of medical journalists, and in the discharge of some 
extra duties which we imposed upon ourselves. Conspicuous 
amongst these were the continuation of our inquiry into the 
state of the London Workhouse Infirmaries (begun in 1865), 
Tue Lancet Sanitary Commission on the Hygienic Condition 
of Aldershot Camp, and investigations by our Commissioners 
into the causes of the outbreak of Cholera in the East-end of 
London. The exposure of the condition of the sick in work- 
houses, especially of the defective nursing and insufficient cubic 
Space, excited universal and intense interest in London and 
throughout the country. All our contemporaries displayed the 
Warmest interest in the subject. It was very seriously con- 
sidered by the Ministry of Earl Russex, and was alluded to 
in the first speech made by Lord Dersy on his accession to 
Office. We shall be greatly disappointed if our labours do not 
secure for the sick poor in workhouses an amount of attention 
something comparable to that given to the sick in the regular 
hospitals. The Report on the condition of Aldershot Camp 
reveals the existence of many urgent defects. The unsatis- 
factory statements of our Commissioners on the subject of 
ventilation, and on he social conditions in which married 
soldiers and their families are living, have not been met with 
any contradiction ; and the sooner the evils they expose are 
remedied the better. 
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SEASONABLE CHARITY. 


THE opportunity generously afforded by the daily press at 
this season of the year to those interested in benevolent and 
charitable institutions suffering from that chronic state of 
impecuniosity which is said to be essential for the success 
of all eleemosynary undertakings, to bring their condition 
prominently before the charitable public, is, as usual, pro- 
ducing its fruits in long lists of donations and letters of 
thanks (but all ‘‘asking for more”), of which the columns of 
The Times afforded many good examples on Christmas day. 
Unfortunately, the charitable British public is very indis- 
criminating in its bounty, and particularly at Christmas time ; 
and since, with institutions as with individuals, the most 
voluble are not always the most deserving, we fear that the 
golden stream is not unfrequently diverted into by-ways 
where comparatively little good follows its advent. 

It is not for us to decry any of those institutions which 
afford refuge for the destitute, instruction to the ignorant, or 
the opportunity of reform to the criminal or debased ; but in 
the matter of medical assistance there can be no comparison, 
we think, between those institutions which afford relief to all 
classes of diseases, and are the great schools of medical teach- 
ing, and those mushroom institutions which are springing up 
in all directions for the treatment of one special complaint, 
and which are rather the fruits of ambitious energy on the 
part of a few medical men, anxious thus to gain notoriety and 
practice, than the genuine offspring of public charity. Not 
more than three of our twelve large general hospitals in the 
metropolis are placed above the necessity of constantly appeal- 
ing to the public for aid, and we know the remaining nine (to 
say nothing of numerous smaller institutions and general dis- 
pensaries) are at the present moment in the greatest difficulties, 
owing to the large increase in the price of provisions, and the 
loss of many donations and subscriptions consequent upon the 
mercantile panic of the past year. If the object of charitable 
donors is to do as much good to the sick poor as they can for 
the moaey they expend, it is obvious that donations to public 
charities thoroughly recognised by the poor, and provided 
with all essentials for the care of patients, must confer greater 
benefits than if swallowed up in paying the expenses of starting 
new establishments of a more than doubtful character, where 
there is no guarantee for the quality of the professional aid 
which will be administered, and where it is necessary actually 
to tout for patients by public notices in our thoroughfares. 
Some charitable people are apparently like the Athenians of 
old, always anxious for something new, and so long as novelty 
is to be found in the institution they are asked to support, 
they are little careful about the truth of the professions made 
—the appeal so touchingly worded ! 

We repeat, and we urge upon the medical profession to en- 
force the statement upon their wealthy and benevolent patients 
and acquaintances, that our large hospitals are being starved 
by the diversion of funds by which they might legitimately 
expect to benefit, to. channels by which the amount of public 
good conferred is infinitesimal. Heavy debts are allowed to 
accumulate which cannot fail to hamper the future of these 
great charities; and in an age of restless benevolence the 
sources of the greatest amount of blessing to mankind are very 
considerably injured by the injudicious manner in which 
public charity is expended. 

THE PROTECTIVE INFLUENCE OF VACCINATION. 

Ovrsreaks of zymotic disorder in general hospitals are 
always worth recording. The circumstances are such as to 
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more accurately than is usually possible. For this reason we 
shall briefly refer to an outbreak of small-pox which has lately 
occurred in King’s College Hospital, and for the details of 
which we are indebted to Mr. Welch, the house-surgeon. It 
appears that a young man, suffering from hydatids of the liver, 
for which he had been tapped, was seized with small-pox after 
having been just two weeks in the hospital. During this 
period he had been out on two occasions to visit his friends, 
but did not knowingly go near an infected person. The erup- 
tion appeared on the 4th December. On the 5th inst. a boy in 
the next bed (to the right), whose knee had been excised, was 
attacked with the disease. Next, a man lying on the left of 
the first patient was seized on the 10th, and about the same 
time a boy lying next to the knee-joint case. All these 
patients showed good vaccine marks, and in each case the 
attack was extremely mild. The first case was sent to the 
Small-pox Hospital ; the others were transferred, as the symp- 
toms appeared, to a ward on the basement. In no instance 
did the eruption develop beyond the sixth day ; and in two it 
aborted on the fourth day. The progress of the cases was not 
interfered with by the attack, and the ordimary diet was con- 
tinued throughout. During the febrile stage, Mr. Welch tells 
us, the discharge from the knee-joint was slightly increased, 
but that was all. ‘The ward was cleansed, and no fresh cases 
oceurred. On the 12th, a boy, who had been lying opposite 
to the first case, was seized with febrile symptoms. His tem- 
perature ran up to 103°. For precaution’s sake he was trans- 
ferred to the small-pox ward. His temperature continued 
high for three days, then dropped, and a patch of herpes ap- 
peared on the lower lip. He had none of the characteristic 
eruption of small-pox. It must remain doubtful, therefore, 
whether his attack was connected with that disease. It may 
possibly have been one of those cases which occasionally but 
rarely occur of variola sine variolis. 

We see in these four or five cases admirable illustrations of 
the modifying influence of vaccination. Its protective influence, 
however, does not come out in so satisfactory a manner, but 
this may probably be explained by a deficiency in the number 
of marks borne by the patients. Mr. Marson attaches great 
importance to the number, and himself recommends that there 
should not be less than four upon each arm. Government 
investigation has shown that, besides imperfection in the 
character of vaccine marks, an insufficiency in number is only 
too common. 


THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT. 


WE understand that arrangements have been made by the 
Government with the authorities of the Lock Hospital to 
defray the expenses of eighty beds, in the female department 
of that institution at Westbourne-green, for the reception of 
prostitutes from Woolwich and other military localities 
specified in the Act for preventing the spread of contagious 
(venereal) disease in the army and navy. 

Under this Act, the police have the power, within a given 
district, to compel any woman, known to be a prostitute and 
suspected of being diseased, to submit to a medical examina- 
tion, and an examining medical officer has been appointed at 
Woolwich for this purpose by the Government. Women thus 
found to be diseased are conveyed by the police to the 
hospital, and are compulsorily detained there until they are 
certified as cured by the surgeon in charge of them. Any 
woman leaving the hospital without the certificate of the 
surgeon, is liable to be taken before a police magistrate and 
sentenced to imprisonment. 

The amended Act came into operation in October last. At 
present the Lock Hospital is only capable of accommodating 
forty patients of this class in addition to its ordinary inmates ; 
but the new wing, which is rapidly approaching completion, 
and to the building of which the Government has largely 





next, when there will be room, not only for the eighty 
Government patients, but also for an increased number of 
cases applying in the ordinary way. 

At present the working of the new Act has been most satis< 
factory ; the women readily acquiesce in the arrangements, 
which they seem to understand as intended for their benefit, 
and cheerfully submit to examination when called upon to do 
so. Many of them have so presented themselves of their own 
accord. When in the hospital they have been, with few 
exceptions, tractable and well-behaved. The great majority 
are under twenty-one years of age. 


YELLOW FEVER AT THE MOTHERBANK. 

Tue radiation of yellow fever from St. Thomas to the 
English coast has not ceased. On the 14th inst., the Royal 
Mail Steamship Tasmania arrived in Southampton Water 
with seven cases of yellow fever on board, four all but mori- 
bund. The captain reported a most fatal outbreak amongst 
the crew and passengers—the most fatal outbreak among the 
series of infected ships which have recently sailed from St. 
Thomas to Southampton. No less than seventy-one cases 
had occurred in the harbour of St. Thomas and during the 
voyage, and of these twenty-one had proved fatal, four before 
the vessel sailed, and the remainder before she reached the 
English coast. The attacks were, as in previous cases, con- 
fined to the crew, with one exception, a medical man, among 
the passengers, who had volunteered his assistance in the 
crisis. Among the victims of the disease we are pained to 
have to record the surgeon of the ship, Dr. R. Hudson. His 
place was filled by another medical gentleman who was for- 
tunately on board, and who hitherto has escaped the sad fate 
of his professional brethren. We regret that the names of the 
two gentlemen who have so nobly fultilled their volunteered 
and critical duty have not as yet reached us. 

The healthy passengers were, on the vessel coming to 
anchor, transferred to the company’s steamer Panama, 
stationed in Southampton Water for the purpose, and the 
Tasmania was sent to the Motherbank to perform quarantine, 
On arriving there, the sick were removed to the quarantine 
hulk Menelaus, while the healtay of the crew were sent on 
board H.M.S, Zolus, now serving as a floating lazaret. 

The retention of the Motherbank as a quarantine station 
has led to a complaint from Ryde which demands attention, 
The Motherbank, it would appear, is off Ryde and Osborne, 
When the station was first selected for the quarantine of ships, 
Ryde was an insignificant fishing village, and a royal palace 
did not exist at Osborne. Now her Majesty’s favourite marine 
residence is situated at the latter place, and Ryde has become 
a large town. Moreover, the Motherbank is often the 
anchorage of great fleets of weatherbound ships, and the adja- 
cent water is traversed by a large daily sailing traffic. It is 
pertinently and justly argued, that if it be necessary for the 
public health of Southampton to moor infected vessels at a 
considerable distance from that town, it is also 
for the health of Ryde and the vicinity that an equal distance 
should be interposed between it and the danger-carrying vessel, 
In addition, the fact that Osborne overlooks the roadstead in 
which the 7’asmania is now lying should give especial force to 
the complaint from Ryde. There are several excellent an- 
chorages, on either coast, between Cowes and the Needles 
which, it is asserted, would form good quarantine ground, 
without being open to any of the objections which apply to the 
Motherbank. 

The French outward mail for Havannah and Mexico will 
not touch as usual at St. Thomas, in consequence of the 
extreme prevalence of yellow fever there; and an Order in 
Council has been published, directing that every vessel coming 
from or having touched at the port of St. Thomas shall come 
to an anchor at such place or places as may from time to time 
be appointed by the commissioners of her Majesty's Customs, 





contributed, is expected to be ready for occupation in March 
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for the purpose of having the state of the health of the crew 
of such vessel ascertained before such vessel shall be permitted 
toenter the port whereto she shall be bound, or any other 
port of the United Kingdom, and shall remain at such place 
or places until the state of health of such crew shall have been 
ascertained, pursuant to the provision of an Act passed in 
the sixth year of King George IV., chapter 78, and thereafter 
to be subject to such lawful direction as may be made in that 
behalf by or under the direction of the said lords. 


THE GAS ACT. 

Some capital suggestions were made in reference tothe amend- 
. ment of the Gas Act of 1860 at a meeting of delegates from 
the various metropolitan vestries and district boards of the 
metropolis, held December 20th: these have been submitted 
to the Metropolitan Board of Works for its consideration. 
Amongst other details, it is proposed that the President of the 
Board of Trade shall have the power to appoint a Chemical 
Board, who shall analyse and test the purity of all gas, and 
report thereon ; that no new works shall be erected within 
seven milesof St. Paul’s ; that existing works shall be removed, 
within five years, outside the same area ; that, if not purchased 
by the Metropolitan Board, existing gas companies shall effect 
an amalgamation, so as to limit the companies to four—two 
north, and two south of the Thames, with stations for 
gas holders ; and that power be given to the Metropolitan 
Board of Works to purchase the works respectively of com- 
panies supplying gas within the metropolis, and prescribe 
terms and conditions of supply. The detection of adultera- 
tions, the removal of deleterious gases that in no way conduce 
to perfect light, and the removal of gas works away from the 

crowded parts of town, would be no little boon. 


SPECIALISM. 


Wuitst we have persistently pointed out the errors into 
which men have fallen, and the abuses that have arisen, in the 
matter of specialism, we have at the same time never ceased 
to acknowledge the benefit conferred upon medical science by 
the labours of special investigators, and it cannot be doubted 
that a satisfactory solution of the subject of special hospitals 
looms in the distance. The hospital accommodation of the 
metropolis has not increased in proportion to the amount of 
sick population, or the requirements of scientific research ; 
and therefore special institutions have sprung up as outlets 
for the pressure made upon the hospitals. Still the fact un- 
questionably remains, that, wherever the diseases of the poor 
are treated, this should be done within the walls of those in- 
stitutions to which the student can obtain easy access, and which 
are in the immediate locality of the library and the lecture 
room ; that is to say, if special institutions are needed they 
should be part and parcel of the genera! hospital. 

The announcement that one of the London hospitals pro- 
poses to pass a resolution to the effect that no one of its 
medical officers shall be connected with a second institution, 
is the signal of a coming reformation that must be effected at 
some period or other—viz., the enlargement of the staff of 
the general hospitals, the iormation of special cliniques and 
wards for special classes of disease. This view is acknow- 
ledged by many of our leading men; and it may be asked very 
naturally, Are they giving their sanction and encouragement 
to the success of such an end? It is only fair to look at the 
subject from every point of view. If we take the ‘‘ Medical 
Directory” for 1866, and turn to the general hospitals of 
London, we shall find that the number of medical officers at- 
tached to them numbers about 170; of these, about 120 are 
or have been connected with institutions other than the nsual 
recognised hospitals themselves, and no less than three- 
eighths, or 61, are attached to what are, in every sense of the 





word, special hospitals, This result is one that we should 


scarcely have expected. It shows that we have, as a body, 
been encouraging a system which cannot but be condemned, 
and suggests the necessity for speedy reform. It would 


certainly not be difficult to amalgamate with one genera) 
some of the special hospitals of the metropolis, and, by 
making more provision for the teaching of special subjects, do 
away with the barest necessity for any one of the latter ; and 
if the medical officers of our general hospitals would unani- 
mously withdraw their support and connexion, special hos- 
pitals would receive a shock which they could hardly survive. 


NATIVE AFRICAN PHYSIC, 


Tue painful story of the Universities’ mission to Central 
Africa, by the Rev. Henry Rowley, one of the two survivors of 
Bishop Mackenzie’s clerical staff, contains some curious in- 
formation concerning native African physic, which deserves 
to be noted. The information applies to the Manganja 
and other tribes on the banks and in the vicinity of the river 
Shire, the stream running between Lake Nyassa and the 
Zambesi. This tribe uses an endermic method, most vigorous 
and novel, in the treatment of malarious fever. They take, 
it would seem, the sap of a trailing climbing plant (called by 
them Canadana-rubi), wood ashes, and castor oil, mix them 
well together, make a few gashes with a knife in the body of 
the patient, and rub the compound in through the wounds. 
The virtue of the remedy is held to be principally in the sap, 
and this method of treatment in severe cases is in high favour. 

The Manganja and Ajawa are not addicted much to surgery. 
In the case of barbed arrows sticking in the flesh, they enlarge 
the wound with a knife, and then extract the barb. Neigh- 
bouring tribes, however, it would seem, practise amputation, 
and this by a method which anticipates and extends the 
modern use of the écraseur. ‘‘ They take a bowstring, pass it 
round the limb to be taken off, tighten it, and daily contract 
the loop until it has cut its way to the bone, healing the flesh 
as they proceed ; then they lay the limb on a block of wood, 
and by a dexterous blow with a heavy knife sever the bone, 
The result is a clean-cut amputation. The bone protrudes a 
little, but they manage matters so that no sore remains.” 

Cupping is practised after the following fashion. A slight 
incision is made with a native razor, and over this is applied, 
first dipped in water, the root of a perforated ram’s horn. 
The operator sucks the air out as fully as practicable, and then 
closes the outer aperture with a plug of wax, leaving the horn 
firmly sticking to the incised surface. 

The tribes suffer from small-pox, and inoculation is prac- 
tised by them to mitigate its ravages. 

Amongst other matters of interest in the volume may be 
noted the statement of freedom from pain and difficulty ex- 
perienced by women in childbirth, the rarity of twins, the 
frequency of umbilical hernia among children, and absence of 
distortion or malformation. 


THE REPORT ON LEPROSY BY THE COLLEGE 
OF PHYSICIANS. 


Some time since, the Government requested the College of 
Physicians to afford them information and advice on the sub- 
ject of leprosy. The College responded immediately to the 
appeal, and appointed a committee to report on the matter. 
That report has lately been printed, and though not yet made 
generally public, we are in a position to state that it is a cre- 
ditable and valuable document for the object it was intended. 
to serve. There can be no doubt that it isa topic for congratula- 
tion to the profession that the Government should have of late, 
on all occasions of importance, adopted the plan of appealing to 
the great legally constituted authority on questions relating to 
medicine. The advantages attending this legitimate mode of 
procedure over that of applying to any private individuals 
must be obvious. A tendency towards the acceptance of 
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narrow views has certainly been perceptible on several very 
critica] occasions, and we hail with satisfaction a growing dis- 
position towards a more judicious method of obtaining sound 


opinion. The collected knowledge and experience of the 
accredited bodies, such as the Colleges of Physicians and 
Surgeons, are the best guides on matters connected with 
medicine and surgery. 

The Report on Leprosy is very voluminous, and the labour 
bestowed on it must have been long and arduous. More than 
one distinguished physician has devoted much valuable time 
to the task. We should never wish to see the liberality of 
the members of the profession in public work diminished—ever 
ready as they are to contribute to the general good of society, 
irrespective of pecuniary reward. But it may be asked, in 
what other profession would so much labour be gratuitously 
bestowed? What would have been the expense of a legal 
commission for the investigation of a grievance or an abuse ’ 
Surely the Government will do something more than merely 
acknowledge a debt of gratitude to those gentlemen who have 
devoted so much time, labour, and knowledge in the cause of 
the public. 


THE STATE OF THE LEA AND STORT RIVERS. 


AccorDING to the statement of the committee appointed to 
report on the water supplied to the district of the Poplar Board 
of Works, the source of the water-supply was polluted, before 
it reached the filtering-beds, in a most disgusting and ahomi- 
nable manner—namely, by drainage from land, overflow 
from cesspools, privies, factories, piggeries, &c. In the hot 
weather the smell from the Stort was most obnoxious. At 
Bishop Stortford this river forms a small bay, having on two 
sides overhanging privies and several drains from houses. The 
pollution of the Lea at Ware, Waltham Abbey, and Enfield 
Lock, is also pointed out in the report. The sewage of Hert- 
ford passes through a process of deodorization by the New 
River Water Company before it enters the Lea ; but according 
to the report of Tue Lancer Sanitary Commission, it will be 
remembered, this process is very imperfectly carried out. 


THE HEALTH OF PARIS. 


Tue latest return of the vital statistics of Paris refers to the 
month of August last. During that period, out of a popula- 
tion, including the garrison, amounting to 1,696,141, the 
total mortality was 5885; the total births, 4463. Of the 
deaths, 3025 were males, and 2860 females ; of the births, 
2221 were males, and 2242 females. 

The principal causes of death during the month were cholera, 
enteritis, pulmonary phthisis, pneumonia, bronchitis, and 
meningitis. 

Cholera and cholerine, which in April had caused 5 deaths ; 
May, 9; June, 12; and in July, 1743, in August occasioned a 
mortality of 2495, of which number 109 only were assigned to 
cholerine. The deaths from enteritis numbered 327; from 
pulmonary phthisis, 594 ; from pneumonia, 199 ; from bron- 
chitis, 153 ; and from meningitis, 200. 


PERILS OF PRACTICE. 


Instances like that we are now about to record are unfor- 
tunately too common ; but it is well occasionally to point them 
out to those who undervalue the labour of medical practitioners 
and the risks to which they are exposed. It is a fellow prac- 
titioner and townsman who speaks thus of Mr. Noel :— 

“Died, at 3, Westbury-terrace, Plymouth, on Dec. 6th, of 
scarlet fever, after a few days’ illness, Vincent Edmund Noel, 
M.R.C.S., twenty-three years, son of the late Rev. 
Thomas Noel, M.A. 

“In his death — — has a of her — -- 
voted sons. 8 was ever 

wa ey yg Mogg 





memory will be long held in eful remembrance. While in 
the faithful discharge of his duties as parochial surgeon he un- 
fortunately contracted scarlet fever, and in a few days suc- 
cumbed to the virulence of the attack. His gentlemanly de- 
meanour and amiable disposition endeared him to all with 
whom he associated, and had his valuable life been prolonged 
no doubt a brilliant career would have been his reward. Asa 
student at the Middlesex Hospital he gained many valuable 
prizes, while his lectures at the lymouth Institution, of which 
society he subsequently became a member, were replete with 
vigour of thought and research.” 


A MELANCHOLY story is going the round of the papers. 
About eight months since an invalid widow, who resided in 
one of the late Prince Consort’s model cottages at Windsor, 
required a nurse. An aged pauper woman, named Sarah 
Fielden, was sent by the guardians; she was sixty years old, 
was very weak and infirm, and suffered from severe attacks of 
asthma. Weak and wretched as she was, the poor woman 
managed to attend to her duties until Saturday last. On the 
night of that date she had an unusually severe attack of her 
complaint, and was found dead upon the floor on Sunday 
morning. What makes the case still more touching is 
the fact that the poor invalid whom she was called upon 
to nurse was a witness of her sufferings, and yet was 
unable to raise an alarm or in any way to attract the atten- 
tion of the people outside. At the inquest held upon the 
body the coroner made some severe comments upon the con- 
duct of the guardians in sending so old and infirm a woman to 
nurse an invalid. Surely, amongst the women of the Windsor 
Union Poorhouse, someone might have been found, neither 
aged nor suffering from a distressing disease, to nurse the 
patient. 


Dr. LANKESTER, at an inquest which he lately held upon 
a child that died of small-pox in the parish of St. Pancras, 
made some judicious remarks with regard to his holding the 
inquest. The child was beyond the prescribed age at which 
vaccination is enforced by Act of Parliament ; and the father, 
by neglecting to comply with the provisions of the statute, had 
clearly rendered himself liable to a fine. The coroner is en- 
titled to commendation for having held an inquest in this case, 
more especially as small-pox is rife in the locality, and the 
poorer orders are so marvellously prejudiced or ignorant with 
respect to vaccination. As the life of the child, according to 
the evidence of the parochial surgeon, would probably have 
been saved if it had been submitted to the preservative ope- 
ration of Jenner, the case is all the more painful. If inquests 
on unvaccinated persons who die from small-pox were generally 
held, great public benefit would result. 


Tue application of the College of Surgeons respecting the 
institution of medical examinations has been responded to with 
alacrity by the College of Physicians. A committee has been 
appointed, consisting of several of the influential Fellows of 
this body, to take the subject at once into consideration; and 
a report may be expected at the earliest possible moment. 


WE have reason to believe that the prevalent rumour re- 
specting the three most recent Royal marriages in this country 
is founded on the truth, and that in each instance there are 
good grounds for expecting additions to that family which is 


respected by every loyal subject. 


A writer in the Pall-mall Gazetle, whilst speaking of the 
present outcry respecting confession in England, and the ab- 
surdity of supposing that men of the Pusey stamp can be in- 
fluenced by prurient motives, asks of the opponents of Romish 
practices who fill the daily papers with their letters, ‘‘ Do they 
also believe, when they call in a medical man to their wives 
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and daughters, that the doctor forthwith betakes himself to 
unnecessary cross-questionings and examinations in order to 
gratify his own bad passions? Does experience show us that 


medical men, in consequence of their greater opportunities, are | gi.ord 


usually more immoral than the rest of mankind? Does it not 
rather show us the contrary?” We are happy to know the 
facts to be so notorious that their confirmation by a public 
journal is almost superfluous. At the same time we do not 
concur with the writer when he objects that the married con- 
dition of the English clergy militates against the maintenance 
of inviolable secrecy. Medical practitioners are entrusted with 
secrets as important as those divulged in auricular confession, 
and it is rare indeed to find their wives in any way cognisant 
of. them. It is a universal rule for wives of medical men to 
avoid asking questions respecting patients, lest they should 
unwittingly become aware of facts of which they had better 
remain ignorant. 





. 


“EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHT South London tradesmen 
have been fined during the present year at the Newington 
Sessions for having in their possession unjust weights and 
measures.” Such is the startling statement that is published 
by the newspapers. The fact is stated in such general terms 
that the exposure can effect no possible good. If the names 
of the offenders against the public were posted, as they should 
be, some benefit might accrue. What would have been the 


value of Tue Lancet Reports on Adulteration if the names of | t 


the adulterators had not been divulged ? 








THE METROPOLITAN OFFICERS OF HEALTH 
ON THE RECENT CHOLERA EPIDEMIC. 


Tue reports of the metropolitan officers of health on the 
recent outbreak of cholera, as it affected their different districts, 
which have as yet appeared, are of great interest. When all 
are published they will constitute a special history of the out- 
break and of the means adopted to control it, of peculiar value. 
We propose briefly to indicate the principal points of moment 
in the reports which have been made public. 

Mr. F. J. Burge, the medical officer of health for Fulham, 
reports that— 

“The hygienic taken within the Fulham district, 
with the sanction and authority of the District Board of 
Works, consisted in the appointment of a staff of qualified 
medical — — — it pos make a house-to-house 
vite i ocalities, an mptly treat every case 
of diarrhea met with. Dispensin henae were sclected in 
various 5) for the supply of medicines gratuitously to the 
poor, additional inspectors of nuisances were appointed, the 
constant deodorization of drains and sewers (private as well 
as public) with carbolic acid was adopted, immediate inter- 
ment of the dead was enforced, and the prompt disinfection 
of the discharges and bedding, &c., with the burning of such 
portions of the latter which had been too dangerously satu- 
rated for disinfection, the same being immediately replaced at 
the public cost ; the erection of stand- for the daily and 
am oe supply of water from the mains to all poor neigh- 

rhoods depending on surface wells, and the free distribution 
of disinfectants to infected houses. Every nuisance and con- 
dition prejudicial to health was anxiously watched for, and 
removed with every possible speed. Wherever the disease 
manifested itself, there a cordon, as it were, has been drawn 
around it ; and it is worthy of note that, although it has at- 
tacked so many different localities in the parish of Hammer- 
smith, it has been confined, without exception, to the houses 
first infected in each of them, thus testifying to the value and 

wer of preventive medicine. 

“It was in the early of July of the present year that 
the first cases of the choleraic visitation made their advent 
here. The death of a labourer, however, from ‘cholera’ had 
been recorded, which occurred so early as the 29th of June. 
This: case'was followed on July 3rd by the death of a child 
from choleraic diarrhea. Here there was strong presumption 
that drinking impure water was the active cause of death. 





occurred, though ‘ 

want of proper food and in 
this latter house on the 15th, evidently the result of choleraic 
infection from exposure to infected bedding, &c. These four 
last cases happened in the same street (Queen-street, Hammer- 


smith). 

‘‘The 18th of the month ushered in a still more formidable 
outbreak of the disease. The circumstances were these. A 
j = boot-closer left 4 bevy ar fame on ee 16th for 
a -holi ip to Hampton Court, a in good 
health. On pe waaay the Geum Gen ada with 


choleraic and died in Kingston Infirmary, to which 
pregser ph. 2 som the same evening. On the following 
day one of the chi was seized with symptoms of cholera, 


and died next day. Two other children of the same family 
were almost simultaneously attacked, and died; a fourth, 
having similar but milder symptoms, recovered. These children 
had not accompanied their mother from home on the 16th. 

“‘The stoppage of a local drain having been discovered in 
the street in which these cases happened, an attempt was made 
to flush it, which involved the opening of the drain in question. 
A resident who, in spite of remonstrance, unnecessarily e 
himself to the soil removed, sickened with cholera and died. 

“« These were soon followed by cases of a still more marked 
_ a street containing twenty-two small houses, in a 

crowded part not far distant from the river. Here 
ware he erent ae 4 An isolated fatal case here followed, 

then again on the 3lst July two deaths occurred beside a 
creek in close connexion with the former spots. A sudden 
leap from west to east numbers another victim. 

“* Again a lull; again a sudden leap from east to north, and 
there three deaths were numbered. Another jump west-north- 
west, and here three more fell victims. Uncertainty of habitat 
still prevailing, the disease next fixes on the very heart of 
Hammersmith, and here, in its mid-centre, four deaths are 
registered, The river-side next claims two victims; then the 
neighbourhood of the before-named creek claims one; and 
then, directly north, and not less distant than a mile, one life 
is lost. A sudden movement to the south again claims one 
more death for the creek. A bound again north-west, nearly 
a mile, and here we find one fatal case; the last recorded. 

“In no previous epidemic of the kind (and I had seen 
them all—1832, 1849, and 1854) was so curious and inter- 
esting a distribution of the cholera poison observed, and it 
becomes a question of importance as to how far preventive 
medicine has really influenced the progress of the disease. 
Here it has, at any rate, not been allowed to hold any fixity 
of habitat, and yet the virulence of the disease has been most 
marked in every case. The early instances lacked something 
of the true characteristics of Asiatic cholera as regarding 
symptoms, but nothing as regarding fatal consequences. The 
true type of the disease became more and more manifest as it 
Pp until certainty prevailed. 

*“In this outbreak, as it has manifested itself here, there 
has been one notable fact which has presented itself clearly to 
my mind—i.e., that there has been an absence, or at least a 
palpable diminution, of that excessive deluging rice-water 
intestinal and stomach discharge which has characterised the 
former visitations of cholera in this country. Though the 
bedding and bedclothes have been saturated ad libitum, there 
certainly has not been that swamping of the floors of the sick- 
rooms which was witnessed so frequently in the former 
epidemics. Neither has there been that intensification of 
cramp and spasm which 1849 and 1854 so cruelly were asso- 
cia with. The colla however, has been here more 
quickly and as fatally developed, and in proportion as the 
absence of evacuatory processes has existed, so have collapse 
and death obtained the mastery.” 

Dr. M. Corner, the medical officer of health for Mile-end Old 
Town, describes the various measures put in force in his district 
on the outbreak of the epidemic. In addition to a carefully 
carried-out system of sanitary inspection and the immediate 
removal of many dangerous nuisances, a dispensing station, 
with proper medical staff, was established in each ward, open 
night and day, for the relief of all persons suffering from 
diarrheea and cholera. No less than 7715 persons so suffering 
were visited at their own homes during the outbreak, and, in 
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all cases where requisite, were supplied with nourishment 
and other necessaries, at the option of the medical visitor. 

Dr. Corner next gives an account of the state of health in 
his district in 1865, and then proceeds to the history of the 
recent epidemic as it came under his own observation. He next 
discusses at some length the question of the relation of the out- 
break in East London to the water-supply. He dissents from the 
opinion that this formed the chief cause of the principal localiza- 
tion of the epidemic in the eastern division of the metropolis. 
He admits that water may have been one of the vehicles by 
which the cholera poison was conveyed, but he adds, “I 
venture to think that reasoning based upon practical evidence 
must dispel the theory of water being the elementary cause of 
cholera, or even its chief propagator. I have, both in public 
and private practice, personally investigated into the circum- 
stances of more than 100 fatal cholera cases : in not more than 
five per cent. had the patients drunk of the water at all, and 
those only after it had been boiled (and we have no sufficient 
practical or reliable proof to show that this temperature does 
not destroy organic life).” 

Dr. Corner thinks that this practical investigation should 
be taken as safe evidence. He advances other reasons in 
support of his opinion that the water-supply was not the chief 
localizing cause of the disease, and he is inclined to seek this 
in the state of the sewage and soil of the infected districts. 
He describes the remarkable fact of the area of extreme preva- 
lence of the disease being coincident with the area in which 
the new drainage system of the metropolis was incomplete, 
and in which all the evils of an imperfect sewerage existed. 
Dr. Corner appends to his report a valuable street-list of the 
deaths from cholera in his district in the years 1849, 1853-54, 
and 1866. 

Mr. Orton, the medical officer of health for Limehouse, 
devotes his report mainly to an examination of the water- 
supply qrestion. ‘‘It is impossible,” he says, “‘ to overlook 
the classes more likely to be affected by the water hypothesis, 
equally as it is of the estimation in which it is commonly 
received. I have already said, and to this I adhere, that 
nineteen out of twenty of the adults who have perished were 
not water-drinkers, even occasionally, except in the ordinary 
cooking of their food. Then, again, those who have been 
water-drinkers, teetotallers especially, have been pre-eminently 
exempt.” He instances the City of London Temperance 
Society, several hundred strong, a large number of whom live 
within the limits of the East London water-supply. Out of 
this body but three deaths from cholera occurred. The Sons 
of Pheenix, a total abstinence society, numbering 1250, besides 
their families, and all living within the same limits, lost only 
two of their fraternity from cholera. The United Phcenix, 
another society of 1400 members, lost only three males and 
two females from the epidemic. Among a number of men 
working in a brass foundry, and drinking largely of the East 
London Company’s water, not one suffered from diarrhcea. 

In addition to these facts in support of his opinion, Mr. Orton 
alludes to the seemingly capricious distribution of the epidemic 
in his district, and holds that this was inconsistent with the 
belief of its dependence being mainly on a cause so generally 
diffused as the water.supply. He, as Dr. Corner, seeks for 
an explanation of the localization of the chief force of the out- 
break in East London, in the state of the drainage, and 
particularly in the foul condition of the canals traversing it 
and of Bow-creek. ‘‘ The water-drinking poison has been 
mistaken,” he says, ‘for the water-exhaling poison.” 

Dr. Lliff, the medical officer of health for Newington, gives 
an instructive account of the means taken in his district to 
meet the epidemic. Newington suffered but slightly, and 
this exemption must be largely attributed to the efficiency and 
completeness of the measures adopted, which included an ex- 
haustive house-to-house inspection. But these means were 
not sufficient altogether to account for the different degree of 





virulence with which Newington has suffered in the recent 
and in preceding epidemics. In 1849, the cases in this district 
numbered 907 ; in 1854, 694 ; but in the recent outbreak only 
24. Dr. Iliff seeks for an explanation of this important dif. 
ference in an alteration of the source from which the water- 
supply of the district is obtained. Newington is supplied by 
the Southwark Company. In 1849 and 1854 this company 
derived its water from the Thames near Battersea. Since the 
year 1854 the source of supply has been moved much higher 
up the river, and beyond reach of pollution of the stream ‘by 
the metropolis. ‘To this, and to the great sanitary work 
which has been going on for the last ten years,” says Dr, 
lliff, ‘‘ 1 believe is to be attributed the improved state of 
things ; not forgetting, as well, the prompt measures which 
were this year put in force, with the object of vigorously com- 
bating the enemy.” 


THE OAKS COLLIERY EXPLOSION. 





Tue immediate cause of this catastrophe still remains undis- 
covered, and the inquest has been adjourned until the 17th of 
January in order to give time for investigations by the 
Government inspector. In accidents of this kind, there 
would seem to be three different modes by which life ig 
endangered or destroyed. The explosion of fire-damp, or 
carburetted hydrogen, may kill instantaneously by the shock 
or concussion. Death may be rapidly caused by the simulé 
taneous burning of large portions of the surface of the body, 
Lastly, suffocation may be produced by the choke-demp, or 
carbonic acid, which results from the explosion of carburetted 
hydrogen. Professor Graham's useful ion in reference 
to entering an atmosphere highly charged with this gas ought 
to be generally known. A cloth containing a mixture of 
slaked lime and crystallized sulphate of sodium is placed over 
the mouth and nostrils. Such a mixture is porous enongh, in 
a layer of an inch thick, to allow the passage of sufficient air 
for respiratory purposes, whilst the moist lime completely 
absorbs the carbonic acid. 

Mr. John Blackburn, of Barnsley, has obligingly furnished 
us with some particulars of the cases which came under his 
care. It is a remarkable circumstance that in every case’'the 
palms of the hands seem to have suffered more severely from 
burning than any other part of the body. The following is 
Mr. Blackburn's list :— 

Austin L——, aged seventeen, a driver in one of the levels, 
was Me severely burnt all over the face and hands. The 
burns of the face were superficial; those of the hands very 
ee In addition to these he had a large scalp wound at the 
of the head, exposing the bone. Me suffered 
from cerebral excitement, especially in the evenings; some- 
times, however, he was rational and composed. He hi 


illiam T——, one of the furnacemen, 
raculously, and landed at the top, bringing the dead a 
acatin his hand. He was suffering mae Home stupor 
the effects of the choke-damp, and ap Sere | amazed 
at the number of ie about the pit top. He was removed 
home, and after the ication of cold water to his 
head and the administration of , sal volatile, and chio- 
rate of potash, in dnece, ho qualiaiiity seeutendlh “Giilithe 
following day was able to go out. 

Thomas C——, one of the explorers, who remained some 
considerable time at the bottom of the pit after the explosion, 
was obliged to come to the surface in consequence of the serious 
effects of the choke-damp. He was suffering from a smother- 
ing sensation, with a feeling of great distension about the 
chest and abdomen, and having also an intense desire ro 
He recovered in twelve or fourteen hours, under similar 


adopted vious case, and by that time 
was able to walk to the pit, a di 


ce of half a mile. 
8. B—, thirty, a collier, is suffering from superficial 
and arms. 
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William H. H——, aged fourteen, very severely burnt over 
the face, hands, and arms, is in a weak state, and not expected 
to recover. ‘ 

Matthew S——, aged tweffty-six, hanger-on at the pit 
bottom, was severely burnt about the face, head, chest, arms, 
and hands. His death was expected almost from the begin- 

ing. On the 19th an attack of acute bronchitis set in, and 
he died on the following day. : ye 

Henry W——, aged fifty-four, hanger-on, was in a similar 

- condition to the last-mentioned patient. He also had an attack 
of acute bronchitis on the same day, and died on the 20th. 

The treatment adopted in every case has been to wrap the 

“patients up in blankets immediately on their arrival at the 
pit bank, and to administer brandy freely. They were then 
conveyed home as quickly as possible, where their burns were 
covered with cotton wool saturated with oil and lime-water, 
In the course of a few days this was removed, and turpentine 
lied; in some cases calamine and oxide-of-zinc ointment. 
patients preferred the latter. 





Correspondence. 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 








CLITORIDECTOMY. 
To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Srm,—I fancied that I had in my former letter denied the 
truth of all Mr. Baker Brown’s statements with reference to 
myself. It seems, however, that in his opinion I have still 
left one uncontradicted. 
I, therefore, hereby deny that I have ever given an opinion 
to the effect that any case whatever ‘‘ was a suitable one for 
Mr. Brown’s operation.” 
The mention of ‘‘ arsenic” in the letter quoted by Mr. Brown 
has furnished me with a clue, which I should otherwise have 
_ failed to find, to the case which he designates ‘‘ one of fits of an 
_ tic character which I attributed to masturbation, and for 
ich I applied caustics to the clitoris without any good re- 
sults, and then recommended the patient to come to London 
to undergo the operation of clitoridectomy.” 
The case was not one of fits of any kind whatever, nor 
did the patient state that she had ever had any, but one 
of chronic eczema of the external organs, in which the suffer- 
ing caused by the disease would have rendered any attempt at 
masturbation absolutely impossible. I fortunately have pre- 
served a record of the case in my note-book, from which I 
make the following extracts :— 
** Jan. llth, 1865. — Mrs. -——, aged forty (?). Has under- 
several < gyno for lacerated perineum, which have 
successful in great measure ; but she suffers very much 
from irritation at perineum and vulva, with occasional external 
redness and swelling. It causes much distress at night. Be- 
sides that, however, is not very well, sleeping badly, and 
having nervous sensations of various kinds. pp eer es 
regularly, slightly postponing, but has much backache. Leu- 
corrheea is but slight. Bowels act with an enema every other 
day, not else. Ywuungest child seven years old. I find peri- 
neum and all parts at vulva itself perfectly healthy, but the 

tium clitoridis and upper and inner surface of nymphe 
in a state of chronic eczema, with hard white cuticle, a little 
cracking of skin, and adhesion beginning between preputium 
clitoridis and nymphe. Zinci oxydi, 5ij.; glycerini, 5iij.; 
aque, 5vi., for lotion. Once a day. Argent. nitr., gr. v. 
aque, 3j. oo pet. arsen., tLiv.; ferri citratis, gr. ij., bis die 

** March 17th.—Has not taken medicine regularly ; had ear- 
ache and erysipelas, which called for other treatment; but 
has used the glycerine lotion a little, and the nitrate of silver 
solution frequently, which latter allayed the irritation very 
much. The condition is decidedly one of much improvement, 
the white condition and thickened cuticle being limited almost 
entirely to the preputium of clitoris ; but there are adhesions 
between the two surfaces of clitoris and nymphx. Not men- 
struated for six weeks, when she had an attack of severe pain. 
To try the arsenic again steadily for two months. 

** April 7th.—Wrote to say she could not now bear the 
medicine. She had had aching of head and eyes, lost appe- 
tite, and had some rash over face. Acid and 
then quinine and iron. 


; 





** July 9th, 1866.—Has varied in condition ; has been on and 
off better, but is now worse again than she has ever been.” 
(Since this date I have not seen the patient.) 

I have no recollection, nor do my notes—the whole of which 
I have published—bear any record, of any ‘‘ operation” having 
been su, by me ; for, indeed, no one but a person who 
states that a case of chronic eczema was one of epilepsy, who 
asserts the habitual practice of masturbation by a poor woman 
whose local disease rendered the slightest touch most painful, 
and who alleges that an application once a day of a weak solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver to the diseased and thickened skin was 
designed to burn away the part, would see in the patient's 
history the possibility of clitoridectomy having been suggested 
for her cure. 

It is, however, possible that, though I do not in the least 
remember it, I may have said that some small portion of thick- 
ened and indurated nympha, which caused great irritation to 
the adjacent tender parts, might be snipped off with a pair of 
scissors by ‘‘any apothecary.” No one knows better than 
Mr. Brown the difference between an operation which ‘‘ any 
apothecary could do,” and which was so trivial that I “did 
not need to be present at it,” and clitoridectomy which sets 
its mark upon a woman for life, and calls for an amount of 
surgical skill in its performance which the operator considers 
not overpaid by an enormous fee. 

I have remarked in my former letter, with, I trust, no un- 
due severity, on the careless propagation of statements which 
a little inquiry would have ascertained to be untrue. I have 
no comment to make on the reiteration of a charge which has 
already received my positive denial. It lies beyond the pale 
of criticism ; below the reach of censure. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Wimpole-street, Dec. 24th, 1866. CHARLES WEST. 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Srr,—It is with great reluctance that I occupy my time and 
your space by noticing the letter which Mr. Isaac B. Brown has 
inserted in the last number of your journal. That letter, how- 
ever, contains sundry statements reflecting so acrimoniously 
on me, that I think it due to myself to trouble your readers 
with this briefreply. I will take Mr. Brown’s statements in 
order. 


a. If I may judge from the tenor of Dr, West's last letter 
on the subject of clitoridectomy, he will scarcely think it 
worth his while to descend again into the arena of controversy, 
though Mr. Isaac B. Brown may ‘‘swear” ever so stoutly, 
and his nurse take ‘‘oaths” without number ‘‘ before a magis- 
trate.” If I may be permitted to place reliance on the evi- 
dence adduced in the prescriptions and letters, as quoted, I 
should imagine that the case was one of chronic eczema. The 
lotion, 1 may observe, was stimulating, not ‘‘ caustic.” The 
allusion to the part being ‘‘ burnt away” or ‘‘ cut out” refers 
probably to some hypertrophy or adhesion of the nymphe, 
not very uncommon in that affection. On the delicacy of 
giving publicity to the letters of the lady to her nurse, | too 
** leave your readers to form their own judgment.” 

b. Mr. Isaac B. Brown, referring to my first case, says: 
**In a case brought to me by an eminent physician in London, 
Dr. West had given his opinion to the effect that the case was 
a suitable one for my operation.” He adds, ‘‘I am prepared 
to swear that I was so informed by the physician ; that physi- 
cian was Dr. Greenhalgh.”  7'o this assertion I give the most 
emphatic denial. Dr. West had never seen the patient, at least 
in consultation with me, as Mr. Brown might have ascertained 
from her before he made so reckless an assertion. We know, 
on the best and most unquestionable authority, that Dr. West 
never has advised, and never would advise, clitoridectomy for 
the object specified, and we are asked to believe that he made 
an exception to this rule in favour of a patient whose case he 
had not personally diagnosed and whom he had never even 
seen ! Mr. Brown complains that this lady had asked me to 
consult him about her, and I had omitted taking any steps.« I 
submit that Mr. Brown’s ay omy of professional etiquette 
in this case seems to have blinded him to the consideration 
that it would have involved a loss of dignity and self-res 
to which I, at least, could with difficulty be reconciled, if I 
had consented, under the circumstances, to such a course. 
The patient, I may simply observe, had been taken out of my 
hands by the very man to whom I had introduced her! 


serpentary ; | deny that I ever recommended removal of the clitoris for self- 


abuse. The patient just referred to stated that she could not 
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i who was at that time, as I believe, the only surgeon 
the operation on which she was so resolutely 
Mr. Brown urged the excision, and promised it would 
effect.a cure. Mr. Brown must know as well as [ do that when 
I was to I declined to express an opinion, stating that 
I had no experience and could have no faith in the result thus 


é 


ee. The operation was performed in July, 
1865, by Mr. Brown, and in January, 1 she was worse 
thanever. In presence of this si failure of clitoridectomy, 


it would be an inquiry of great interest to the profession to 
know what treatment it is which has proved, as Mr. Brown 


c. The profession have now before them two versions of 
what it is difficult to believe to be the same case. It is no 
ss my ae A —— —— Dr. —- —_ 

as he is r. Paget, is more deserving of credit 
than Mr. Isaac Bo Brown. The last-named surgeon is, I 
think, not always felicitous in conveying an exact idea of 
what actually occurred in particular cases. Whether he has 
been more fortunate on the present occasion, others must judge. 

With regard to the report of my observations at the meet- 
ing of the Obstetrical Society, I think it will be generally 
agreed that neither the interests of societies, nor of the pro- 
fession at large, would be promoted by the publication of the 
ipsissima verba uttered on the spur of the moment at any par- 
ticular meeting. At the same time, I quite see the difficulty 
involved in the publication of a report which is not taken ver- 
batim from the lips of the speaker. On the whole, however, 
I suppose the test advantage must accrue from that sys- 
tem of rting in journals which best conveys what the 
writer y meant to say, and would actually have said if 
he had had more time to prepare his words and curtail his 
observations within a moderate space. It was under the in- 
fluence of these views, that, some days after I spoke at the 
meeting, I endeavoured to put down on paper, as well as [ 
could, the purport of what I had uttered impromptu. It 
seems to me it was my bounden duty to take all care that what 
appeared in print should be free from any of the inaccuracies 
incidental to an unpremeditated address unassisted by notes. 
I can honestly say that, if I have erred in thus amplifying or 
correcting what from me at the meeting, it was out of 
no sinister intention, but solely from a desire to be accurate. 

Mr. Isaac B. Brown refers to my visits to the Surgical 
Home. They were paid on the following occasions: March 
24th, April 14th, May 19th, June 2nd, December Ist, 1864 ; 
and March 6th, 1865. I have the greatest pleasure in record- 
ing these visits, and in adding that on every occasion I was 
received by Mr. Brown with the greatest courtesy and atten- 
tion. The fact that I paid them at all, and that I paid them 
so frequently, is a proof that 1 was determined to judge for 
apedl of the merits of that institution, and that if I now pen 
an adverse verdict upon it in one of its most important 
features, I do so ‘‘ by mine own experience, not by others’ 
talk.” Ishall always do Mr. Isaac B. Brown the justice to 
admit that I there saw surgical operations of considerable 
difficulty executed with conspicuous success. But I saw more 
than that. Truth compels me to add that I saw there scenes 
heard details which I will not further characterise than 
by saying that I thenceforth advised my class never again to 


E 


visit that institution, and came to a like resolution as regards 
myself. 

I desire to express my at having alluded, as it is 
alleged, turely to Dr. ling’s case. It is, however, a 


satisfaction to me to find from that gentleman’s letter that the 
statement I made was correct. ‘‘A occurred within 
three weeks of the operation, and, at the present time, the 
wretched patient is in a pitiable and unmitigated plight of 
general nervous distress, and has sustained a return of the 
uritation which the excision of the clitoris was designed to 
To sled his th hl b I f 

conclude this thoro n subj am 0 inion 
that Mr. Isaac B. Brown's theories aoe eaned on Aree 
ices to which it is 


ecting the alleged cure, but is further 
fraught with considerable danger to the morals of the public 
and the high tone of the profession. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Grosvenor-street, W., Dec. 26, 1866, 


Rovert GREENHALGH. 





PRIZE CATTLE. 
To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 

Sir,—Having noticed a paragraph in Tue Lancer of last 

week, adverting to the fact that “‘a few years since some 
investigations of the muscular tissue of fatted beasts seemed 
to show that degeneration of structure resulted from the 
fattening process,” I presume you refer to my investigations, 
they being the only observations hitherto published on that 
subject. 
You proceed to state that ‘‘the result of more recent re- 
| search tends strongly against this view.” Unsupported as 
that statement is by reference to any name and the kind of 
| research, I should not have thought it necessary to notice it ; 
| but you continue: ‘‘ It would seem that the fat which is found 
in connexion with muscular structure under those circum- 
stances is intefstitial—it is between the fibres, and not in 
them. The contrary idea probably arose from mistaking the 
adipocere which is formed in muscular tissue during decom- 
position for fatty matter produced there during life.” 

In justice to myself, I am compelled to rectify this mis- 
representation. The portions of animal which | examined 
were taken by me fresh from the slaughter-house, immediately 
after death, which I witnessed, and examined, under the 
microscope, the same day at the Royal Free Hospital or at 
the College of Surgeons. In every case my discovery of fatty 
degeneration was confirmed by the late ted Professor 
Quekett, who re-examined every specimen, and under whose 
immediate superintendence the drawings of the microscopi 
a ces were made. The results are described and fully 
inatrated by wood engravings in my little work. 

Decomposition, therefore, could not ibly have occurred, 
and especially considering the period of the year—December ; 
unless, indeed, the formation of adipocere took place during 
| the journey from, say, —Foubert’s-place, Regent-street, to Lin- 
| coln’s-inn-fields! 

I may just add, I can well understand that the fatty dege- 
neration of prize cattle may now perhaps have become a less 
certain fact, some improvement in the ‘‘ system” having taken 
| place, after the lapse of nine years ;—I trust in consequence of 
| the impression which was unquestionably produced by my in- 
| vestigations, But much, very much, remains to be done in 
this inqui Hitherto the breeders and feeders of cattle have 
had it all their own way, in first ucing monstrosities with 
fatty tumours, then symmetrically distributed, and now, fat 
still, by what is called ‘‘early maturity.” All this re ts 
only the external method of examination, whereby capital can 
be ‘‘turned round” in the shortest possible period, for the 
benefit of only one of the parties concerned. I trust that my 
investigations have shown some of the evil results of the con- 
venient ‘‘system”; yet a negative view only of the great ques- 
tion at issue. 

Physiologists and chemists should be commissioned to 
officially investigate the nutritive quality of the animal food 
produced on the same principle throughout the country ; until 
this be done by science, the interests of the public will remain 
unrepresented and unprotected. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
FREDERICK James Gant, F.R.C.S. 

Connaught-square, Dec. 1966. 











*.* There was no “‘ misrepresentation” in the paragraph al- 
luded to, and we see no reason for altering the opinion we 
expressed. It is a well-known fact that a highly refractile 
fatty material is formed during the decomposition of nitrogenous 
tissues. It is also a fact that the result of recent researches 
tends strongly against the view that fatty degeneration is 
caused by the fattening process, Upon this point we publish 
an extract from a letter which we have received from Dr. 
Brinton :— 

‘* The researches of mine which you sum up were made 
many years ago; the most conclusive, if I recollect aright, 
at the Christmastide after the publication of Mr. Gant’s 
essay. The chief of the later examinations, for which I have 
the authority of Dr. Beale in making him jointly — 
was made on the heart of a pri lock, bred and fed (four 
and a half years of unlimited feed) by my friend Sir John H. 
Crewe, Bart., of Calke Abbey, Derby, and sold by him to a 





butcher for £50. As implied, the muscular fibres of the heart 
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(which was loaded with fat) were perfectly healthy. Pray 
make any use you like of this letter. 

Notwithstanding Mr. Gant’s suggestion, we still think it 
more probable that an error of observation was formerly com- 
mitted than that any improvement in the “‘system” should 
have been followed by such a change as the substitution of 
healthy muscular fibre for degenerated structure. Would that 
fatty degeneration could be so easily prevented !—Ep. L. 





LIVERPOOL. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





As it is many months since any favourable report of the 
health of Liverpool has appeared in your columns, and as it 
can now be said to have descended from its bad pre-eminence 
in that respect, having for some weeks permitted several other 
towns to exceed it in their deaths per thousand, it is but fair 
that the fact should be made known by means of your widely 
circulated journal, particularly as the letter of your correspon- 
dent has generally had to tell an opposite tale. 

It is a pleasing fact to be able to state that on the week 
ending November 10th, the deaths in this town were fifty-six 
below the a that the next week they were no less 
than seventy-six below the average, and that every week since 
they have been below, to the extent of sixty or seventy; that 
is to say, for the last six weeks. Such a state of things has 
not existed here for the last three years. i that 
period the very few weeks (not exceeding twelve) in which 
the deaths were below the average, the decrease was very in- 
considerable, only once reaching to thirty. The cause ‘of the 
great improvement in the mortality returns is the total disap- 
Erp of cholera, as well as the very marked decrease in 

8. 

ring the height of the cholera panic, three months . 
the Government oo down Mr. Ritred Taylor, C. E. to 
examine and rt on the manure wharves and open middens 
of the town. e has recently made his rt, and a copy of 
it was sent to the Health Committee, with a note from the 
Home Secretary requesting to know how soon and in what 
manner the Town Council will be p to meet the great 
evils that exist. It is Mr. Taylor’s opinion ‘that the town 
refuse and manure cannot be cured till the common privies are 
done away with, and these cannot be converted into water- 
closets until the existing water-supply be largely augmented.” 
Whether the Town Council will endorse this opinion by adopt- 
ing any new scheme for supplying the town with water whilst 
‘we are with the late heavy rainfall very well supplied, is ex- 
tremely doubtful. The common privies that still. remain and 
the manure wharves can but account for a small proportion of 
the sickness and mortality amongst the poorer It is 
but patchwork and a after all, to substitute water- 
closets for privies in wretched courts and houses, which are 
themselves so badly constructed, ill-ventilated, and crowded 

her as to be fruitful sources of disease, and which ought 
to be levelled with the ground. 

A new association, called the Liverpool Sanitary Associa- 
tion, has been formed for the purpose of discussing and 
originating sanitary reforms. It makes one dubious as to any 
good that will arise from it, when we learn that the first 
meeting after its formation was taken up with the subject of 
the construction of boulevards on the river side, instead of 
grappling with the sterner evils of drunkenness, overcrowding, 

estitution. 

A meeting was held this week in the Council chamber of the 
Town-hall, under the auspices of the Mayor, to raise funds for 
the building of the New Southern Hospital. The old build- 
ing has long been inadequate to admit all the accidents and 
urgent cases that occur at the south end of the town ; and the 
committee, some time ago, bought 6000 yards of land in the 
ae and now want funds to commence the new 

ing: 


pavilion principle. It is estimated to cost £35,000, of which 
sum they have received promises to the extent of £20,000. 

The extent to which scurvy in the mercantile marine has at 
length reached, is at last attracting some attention ; and it is 
desirable that it should. Two years ago I gave 
facts and particulars concerning it. The number of cases that 
continue to be brought into the different 








wt an, BP ceed eee Rivet Be pe ac- 
counts which man’ sufferers give privations 
they have wahened, demand that the whole subject should be 


in b 

In conclusion, I would correct an error that occurred in my 
last letter. 1m alluding to the late F. D. Fletcher, I said he 
was the chief origi of the Hospital for Infectious Diseases. 





This was not strictly correct ; because joined with him from 
the first in that undertaking was Dr. Gee, the physician to 
the workhouse, 
Liverpool, December 19th, 1868. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


(FROM OUR OW CORRESPONDENT.) 


Tue high position occupied by Newcastle in the mortality 
returns has called forth some remarks in Tue Lancer of 
last week, in which are pointed out the unpaved condition 
of some of the streets, the water-supply, and the great amount 
of overcrowding which exists, as the probable cause of this 
unsatisfactory state. I have from time to time in these letters 
indicated the sanitary defects which you allude to. These de- 
fects are so gross that, unless some efficient steps are early 
taken to mitigate if not remove them, we may soon expect a 
still greater excess of mortality to prevail in this town. It is 
only fair to say that the water has improved of late in q i 
noe quality, while the gas has deteriorated very much, 
in this land of coals, is of such a quality as would not be tole- 
rated for one week in any other town in the kingdom. There 
is, however, a point which should not be overlooked as a great 
cause of the low standard of health: I mean the and 
intem habits of the labouring classes. It appears that 
while the number of inhabited houses in Newcastle is 14,649, 
the number of public-houses is 442, of beer-shops : 

745: making 1 licensed house to 20 inhabited houses, 1 ditto 
to 107 of population above fifteen years of age, and | to 52 of 
male population above fifteen years of age. 

A movement is on foot to have the Mission Ship Diamond 
converted into a floating ital forthe Tyne. Some diversity 
of opinion prevails as to necessity of a floating chapel : 
Se eee ae ee worship 
ashore, many of them anything but well filled, one afloat is 
not wanted. However, by way of compromise, it is 
that the second deck of the Diamond should be used as an 
hospital, and the upper deck remain as now for chapel pur- 


I am told that our students here are applying themselves 
with much diligence to their duties this session, and ab 
honourable rivalry and healthy emulation exist amongst them. 
One of the fruits of this industry has shown itself in the esta- 
blishment of a Junior Medical Society for mutual improve- 
ment, by the reading of papers, reports of hospital cases, and 
discussion thereon. 

It was stated at a formal ing of the Cholera Committee 
at Sunderland that 99 cases of cholera had occurred duri 
the late visitation ; 63 had proved fatal, and 36 

English cholera attended, and 262 
making a total of 596. 

At the last ~~ of the Northumberland and Durham 
ee ibb read an interesting paper **On the 
Treatment of Delirium Tremens by Digitalis,” and Dr. Heath 
read an able history of the treatment of Aneurism by rapid 

It is to be that Dr. Heath may in some way 
give the profession a oa ing this 
paper than is afforded by the of the Society, 
which are necessarily limited in circulation to its members. 

On one of these dark days an attempt was made to enliven 
us by an Anti-vaccination Meeting—of all things—in New- 
castle. Some very hard things were said of Jenner and his 
followers ; and you must know that THe Lancer was very 

have too great respect for the value of your 
keen an appreciation of the coming festivities, 
into the proceedings of this lugubrious 
failure in point of 
bility and and which upon ing a 
memorial to Parliament for the abolition of vaccination, 
document might be very fitly entrusted to the senator who 
annually SS “the restoration of the 

hy,” the i of ‘‘ woman's rights” and 
** Maine law.” 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Dec. 22nd, 1966, 
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EDINBURGH. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 





Suxce last letter (Nov. 20th) cases of cholera have occurred 
at Montrose, Dunfermline, Kennoway, Leslie, Auchtermuchty, 
West Wemyss, Linlithgow. 

At Methill-hill the ravages of the disease have been very 
severely felt. This village is about a mile anda half from 
Leven, and had a population of about 400 persons, the chief 
portion of the males being engaged at the coal mines in the 
neighbourhood. Since the epidemic appeared in the village 
there have been about 80 deaths, or about 1 death to each five 
inhabitants. 

In Edinburgh the epidemic has ceased, and the hospital has 
been closed. The total admissions have been, inclusive of 
cholera and diarrhea cases, 103; and the deaths have been 
68. It is estimated that the total number of deaths in this 
city have been under 100. Arrangements have been made 
with the managers of the Royal Infirmary to admit cholera 
cases to the number of 12, if the disease should reappear. 
This will be a great saving in expense, as the maintenance of 
the cholera hospital has been heavy. 

At Leven the state of the water was found to be very bad, 
and since the authorities arranged for a pure supply the 
cholera has ceased. At Methill-hill the water has also been 
found impure, and it is stated that a source of contamination 
arose from carcases of cattle which died from the rinderpest 
having been buried near the source of supply. In some places, 
although scientific examination has pronounced the well water 
impure, the authorities have been slow to act in remedying 
this evil ; but this would seem to arise rather from the difficulty 
of finding a better supply than from disregard of the chemists’ 


opinions. 

The death-rate of this city still continues high: that of 
Nov. 17th was equivalent to an annual mortality of 28 per 
1000 ; that of the 24th, 28 ; Dec. Ist, 27°83 ; 8th, 29; 15th, 
32°78. The average weekly mortality of last year was 88 per 
1000 ; but the av 
uoted i 


was y 
five weeks this year is $46, that of the pest year was 90°2. The 
town may, therefore, be idered healthier than last year. 
i other diseases less typhus, but influenza, 
measles, and w i an apnea 

Soup kitchens for the poor have opened in various parts 
of the city and give daily relief to large numbers of the des- 
titute. It is intended to keep them open till next March. 

The trial alluded to in my last letter was that of James 
Williamson, who was tried before the High Court of Justiciary, 
on the 19th of November, for the murder or culpable homicide 
of his wife on the 29th of May last. He was charged with 
stabbing his wife on the left side with a knife, in consequence 
of which she died on the 2nd of June. The medical evidence 
was of some interest. Previous to her death, she was attended 
by Mr. P. White, surgeon, who deposed to the nature of the 
wound and the of the case. In his first certificate he 





. y to the Lord Justice Clerk, he 
stated that in his opinion the real cause of death was ‘the 
result of the wound and pericarditis and pleurisy.” At the 
examination after death, an incised wound in the side was 
found, which passed somewhat obliquely into the chest; the 


i 
; 
: 
! 





cardium, | ext ya 
pas aa ee . in ny side of chest ; = 
, though cov with recent lym appeared to 

healthy. **No wound was discerned in 3 Sines after a 
very careful search.” Both lobes were adherent by a mass of 
recent lymph. Dr. Littlejohn, with whom Mr. White 
made the -mortem examination and report thereof, was 
cross-examined by Mr. Crawford as follows :—‘‘I re 
Dr. Littlejohn, that in your reports you say there was a w: 

on the side of the heart, and also a wound on the outside of 
the chest, but that the lungs had sustained no poy | Taking 
into consideration the ition of the wound on the outside, 
was that a result which you would have expected?” Dr. 
Littlejohn: “It is not; because ly we find the lung 
comes in between that of the chest and the heart—pro- 
tecting the heart; but is a cleft in the left lung between 
the two lobes of it, and my belief is that the knife entered the 
cleft and so passed into the heart without injuring, and was 
again withdrawn without injuring, the lung.” Mr. Crawford : 
“*If you had been asked the question before examining this 
body, would you have believed it possible that such a thing 
could have taken place?” Dr. Littlejohn: ‘‘ My attention 
had not been directed to the question before this case, but 
from experiments I have since made, I have no doubt of the 
possibility or of the fact.” He further stated that the experi- 
ments were ‘“‘made by making wounds upon dead bodies 
before inflating the lung as if with the full inspiration,” and 
in reply stated that he passed the knife into the cleft between 
the two lobes without injuring the lung. The jury, after an 
absence of about five minutes, gave a verdict unanimously 
—s panel guilty of culpable homicide. 

At the Royal Society two of interest have lately been 
—— — 1 ry boon ticed Sas It 
was the openi dress of the president, Sir David Brewster; 
the aha leine the influence of light on physical life and as 
a sanitary agent. At the last meeting of the Society Dr. Stark 

a **On the Influence of Marriage on the Death- 
rates of Men and Women at Different Ages in Scotland.” 
Dr. Stark has found that the death-rate of bachelors between 
twenty and twenty-five was double that of married men of 


E 





the same ages. ere is less difference as the advances, 
but the advantage at all was on the side of the married. 
The mean age at death of adult bachelor was 47°4, whilst 


that of the married man was 602 years. In females the un- 
ony name ray yd og = re thirty and be- 
tween fo: -five t at other e death- 
rate is in favour othe married _" mn 

In elections at Colleges o: ysicians and Si 
there is little in the office-bearers. The pualintin, 
Dr. Smith and Dr. smure, still continue to occupy their 
respective chairs. At the medical societies the changes are 
unimportant. At the Royal Medical, T. L. Branton, M.B., 
J. Rhind, M.B., J. W. Moir, M.B., and K. M. Downie, M.B., 
have been elected i for the ensuing session, the 130th 
of the Society’s existence. The opening meeting of the Hun- 
terian Medical was held on Nov. 20th, when the members were 
addressed by Professor Playfair on the present condition of our 
knowledge as to the origin of muscular force. 

I observe that at Greenock a public meeting was some time 
ago held and a committee appointed to recommend a site and 
a design for a monument to record the virtue and self-sacrifice 
of five medical gentlemen who died in the performance of their 
duties during the winter of 1864, when the town suffered very 
severely from an epidemic of typhus. Noel Paton has been 

ied to for his Side and without doubt a suitable memorial 

ill be suggested by that eminent artist. 

I have = “ former — to state that the a 
lunatic lum for the county addington was 0 or 
the semgten ad ients last month. It is satel ahaeh a 

uarter of a mile from the town, in a good position, and is 
tted up in the best style. It is intended to accommodate 
about 100 inmates, but whole accommodation will not be 
uired at present for the county patients. Dr. Howden, jun., 
of Haddington, has been appointed medical superintendent, 

There is also a proposition to erect an hospital for the 
of anew 9 — but, — Earl of Kellie is 
a promoter it, o a site, there is some apathy about 
it in the neighbourhood. 
Edinburgh, Dec. 2ist, 1966. 
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Wedical Fetus 


Roya. Cottece or Puysicrans or Lonpon.—At 
a general meeting of the Fellows held on Saturday, Dec. 22nd, 
the following Member of the College was duly admitted a 
Fellow of the same :— 
Travis, Nathaniel Allen, Nice. 


At the same meeting, the following gentlemen, having under- 
gone the necessary examination, were duly admitted Members 
of the College :— 

Bateman, Frederic, M.D. Aberdeen, Norwich. 

Baumler, Christian Gottfried Heinrich, M.D. Erlangen, Finsbury- 

lace North. 

Heolies, Walter Balls, M.B. Cantab., Tavistock-place. 

Lee, Robert James, M.B. Cantab., Savile-row. 

Paxton, Francis Valentine, M.B. Oxon., West Dean, Chichester. 

Whipham, Thomas Tillyer, M.B. Oxon., St. George’s Hospital. 

Aporuecaries’ Haut. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 20th :— 

Buck, Thomas Alpheus, Kennington-park-road. 

Hoare, Reginald Ratcliff, Mount-street, Birmingham. 

Hughes, James Brier'ey, The Rectory, Congleton. 

Jenkins, John, Castleton, near Cowbridge. 

Knapp, William Frederick, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Maybury, Augustus Constable, Frimley, Surrey. 

Oakman, Joseph, Hillside, Wimbledon. 

Pollock, Edward James, Hatton Hounslow, W. 

Powell, William, Shirley, Southampton. 

Rudd, William Askwith, Hull. 

Sankey, George Frederick, Ashford, Kent. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 

George Mason, Guy’s Hospital; John Carr, ditto; Robert Longuest, 

Sheffield, London Hospital. 

AN entertainment was given last week to the patients 
of the Colney Hatch Lunatic Asylum. 

Earu Grosvenor will take the chair at the anniver- 
sary dinner of the Great Northern Hospital. 

THe Royal Commission have, after a long inquiry 
into the impurities connected with the river Lea, adjourned 
their sittings till the 16th of January. 

Tue “ Sunday Gazette ” says that a bequest has been 
made to the French Academy of Sciences of a sum of money, 
yielding £100 per annum, to form a prize every fourth year of 
£400 for the best work on practical or legal medicine. 

Aw Order in Council was issued last week, which, 











Dr. James Russell read an exhaustive and able ‘‘ Notice of the 
recent Cholera Epidemic,” in which he traced the advance of 
the malady to Europe, and argued that water is the princi 
agent in its propagation. He concluded with some valuable 
remarks on preventive measures and treatment. 

Lorp Recrorsuip OF ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY.— 
Of the 442 students who recorded their names, 245 declared 
for Mr. Duff and 197 for Mr. Grote, giving the former gentle- 
man a numerical majority of 48. As, however, the nations 
were equally divided, Moray and Buchan showing a majority 
for Mr. Duff, while Angus and Mar were in favour of Mr. 
Grote, the Duke of Richmond, as Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen, had to give his casting vote, which he did 
in favour of Mr. Grant Duff as Lord Rector. 

At a Meeting of the Medical Society of Auckland, 
N.Z., on the 28th of September, the following resolution was 
carried unanimously :—‘‘That this meeting regrets the 
departure of Dr. Mackinnon from this colony, and desires to 
express its appreciation of his courtesy and strictly professional 
conduct on all occasions, and wishes him every success in his 
future career.” 


Tue “Gazette de France” states that Madame 
Pillaud has just died at Bergerac (Dordogne) at the age of 
105 years. Her son, a priest 80 years old, read the funeral 
service over her. 


Atremprep SvuIcIpDE BY MEANS OF A PHARAOH’s 
Serrent.—A gentleman (says M. Siry, in / Union Médicale), 
after dining at half-past six, pounded a serpent in a mortar, 
mixed the powder with water, and swallowed it. The vomiting 
and pain were so great that he gave up his suicidal intention 
and called for help. M. Siry ordered two grains of tartarized 
antimony and an abundance of albuminated water. The case 
a very severe, the pulse falling to 54 and intermitting. 

nflammation of the pharynx and distressing vomiting and 
coughing continued for a long time, but the patient recovered 
on the fifth day. 


Cuarinc-cross Mepicat Socrery. — The last 
meeting of this Society was held at Charing-cross Hospital 
on the 6th instant, when the President, Mr. Christopher 
W. Calthrop, read his paper ‘‘On the Comparative Anatomy 
and Physiology of the Eye.” He commenced by explaini 
the primary laws of optics, as far as relates to the passage 
light through the eye, and the formation of images on the 
retina, He then gave a minute account of the general and 
microscopic anatomy of the tissues of the eyeball, and con- 
cluded a lengthy aridress, by tracing the organ of vision 


referring to the report that yellow fever poe at St. | through the whole scale of animal creation, as far as it 


Thomas, West Indies, orders that all vessels 
at that port shall not enter any English port until the state of 
the crew’s health shall have been ascertained. 

Henry Rosgrnson, Esq., has been appointed to act 
as Poor-law Inspector in the Carlow Union, vice Dr. John 


Hill, M.D. Dub., F.R.C.S. Irel., who has ceased to be Poor- | 


law Inspector of the Union, but continues to act as Medical 
Inspector. 


AtpermMAN Witson condemned the carcases of 
eleven sheep on Monday which had that morning been seized 


in Newgate Market by Mr. Newman, Inspector of Meat, as 


being unfit for human food. The carcases had been im 


aving touched | 





exists. The meeting was not very largely attended, but a 
brisk discussion followed, in which Messrs. Buck, Hugo, 
Little, and Adams took The proceedings terminated 


part. 
with a vote of thanks to the author of the paper. 





MEDICAL VACANCIES. 


Chorlton-on-Medlock, &c., Dispensary—Surgeon for the Home District. 
Infirmary for Consumption, Marygaret-street—Visiting Physician. 





MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


ported | © 3 Cunuxc LRCS , ar 
from the Continent, and weighed only about 28 Ibs. each | C, J, Cottrsewortn, M.R.C.S,, has been appointed Physicians’ Assistant at 


Curroripecromy IN [taty.—Dr. Ziffo has published 


an able article in the Jmparziale of Florence, in which he, | 


after seeing the operation performed by 


should not become too general, and concludes by saying, ‘‘ Far 
from completely condemning the operation, we are bound to 
propose it in certain cases, 
patient.” 


Miptanp Mepicat Socrery, Biruincuam.—At a_ 
meeting of this Society held on the 19th inst., Mr. J. S. | 


Mr. Baker Brown in | J. Getares, M.B., has been ap 
this country, discusses its merits. The author shows that it | 


the Manchester Royal Infirmary. 


Hi. M. Drxon, L.R.C.P.Ed., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public 


Veecinator for the Gresford District of the Wrexham Union, Denbigh- 
shire. 

inted Resident Medical Officer to the Blooms- 
bury Dispensary, vice 8S. Ferris, M.B., resigned. 


T. Lean, M.K.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 


nator for the Melton Mowbray No.1 District of the Melton Mowbray 
Union, vice T. L. B. Barwis, M.R.C.S.E., dee 


after a careful examination of the | 1: lvcss, M-R-C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
] 


cinator to the Godmanchester District of the Huntingdon Union, vice 
M. Foster, M.D., resigned. 


A. Macronix, M.B., M.C., has been appointed Resident Medical Officer to 


the Dover Hospital and Dispensary, vice Wm. Howse, M.R.C.S.E., re- 
signed. 3 


, President, in the chair, Dr. Foster exhibited a rup- | R. Parxen, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vac- 


ture of one of the aortic valves from muscular effort. The | 


left segment was torn from its attachment to the rior 


one, and the curtain of the valve was also perforated in two | 

laces. Mr. Kettle showed a specimen of encephaloid cancer | 
of the left supra-renal capsule, taken from a child twelve | 
years old, who had died of pneumonia, but had never pre- | 


sented any discoloration of the skin, or indeed any indication 
of the disease of the capsule, Mr. Kettle also exhibited two 


kidneys with well-marked spots of purpura on the surfaces. 





cinator for the Malpas District of the Whitchurch Union, Shropshire, 
vice R. B. Cumming, M.D., gone abroad. 


A. J. Sourmgry, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
ii al 


cinator for the St nd Har d 
Union, Middlese 





th Districts of the Staines 
vice E. V. Hemingway, M.R.C.S.E., 


resigned. 
R. Watsur, L.K.Q.C.P.L, has been appointed Medical Officer, Public Vacei- 
nator, and Registrar of Births &c., for the Ballinakil!l Dispen District 
of the Abbeyleix Union, Queen's County, vice J. N. Walshe, L.K.Q.C.P.L, 


dec 
| N. Wurrcuvrcu, M.R.C.S.E., has been 
Vaceinator for the Ashford 
vice T, L. B, Barwis, M.R/ 


ee 
ict oO elton Mow’ 
deceased. 

















mF: 


Qmeoecas 


~~ 











Tas Lancet,}] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS.—NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. [Dzc. 29, 1866. 74] © 








Dirths, Placriages, amd Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On » 13th Jon, at Bampton, Devon, the wife of R. Rendell, M.R.C.S.E., 
iter. 


a doug! 
On the 16th inst., at Oakland, Woolston, the wife of F. De Chaumont, M.D., 
m Army, of a danghter. 
On the 16th inst., at Newport, File, the wife of Dr. Stewart, of a son. 
On the 17th inst., at Galston, Aryshire, the wife of J. K. Ramsey, M.D., of a 


son. 

On the 17th inst., at Granite-field, Kingstown, the wife of W. Humphries, 
.D., of a daughter. 

On the 18th inst., at Clarges-street, the wife of G. F. Blandford, M.B., of a 


son. 

On the 19th inst., at Denmark-hill, Camberwell, the wife of H.C. Brenchley, 
M.R.CS.E., of a daughter. 

On the 24th inst., at Reading, the wife of O. C. Maurice, M.D., of a son. 





MARRIAGES. 


At Trinity Church, Kurrachee, Scinde, East Indies, St. John Stanley, Staff 
Surgeon Army, to Emily, youngest daughter of the late Rev. C. W. 
Robinson, M.A., formerly of Leominster, Herefordshire.—No C 

On the 24th inst., at St. George's, Hanover-square, H. Wilson, M.D., Bombay 
Service, to Louisa, daughter of the late A. Ducrow, Esq. 





DEATHS. 


the 11th ult., J. N. Walshe, L.K.Q.C.P.L., of Ballinakill, Queen’s County. 
p- na ult,, T. L. B. Barwis, M.R.C.S.E., of Melton Mowbray, Leicester- 
o 9th inst., Dr. Shaw, of Killyleigh, Co. Down. 


On 
On 
On 
On 20th inst., BR. Tait, Surgeon, of Enfield-highway, Middlesex, aged 71. 





Co Correspondents, 


Tae Navat Meprcat Services. 

Tex reasons which are given by some of our naval surgeons to their younger 
brethren to dissuade them from entering the service are sufficiently cogent 
te be reiterated again and again, ahd, now that so many new channels of 
occupation are springing up, must have a decided influence. The whole 
supervision exercised over the acts of the surgeon is capricious and arbi- 
trary on the part of the executive, so that a man has no inducement to do 
his duty, but merely to choose a system of behaviour which may run as 
much as possible in the particular groove which accords with the whims 
and fancies of those above him. On entry—he efill may have to shift for a 
cabin—the duties of a mere dispenser fall to his lot, for the Admiralty 
have thought fit to order that no medicine shall be made up or given except 
by the medical officer. He ig necessitated to go through a second examina- 
tion; but afier that is over, the same snubbing continues, the same jea- 
lousy on the part of senior lieutenants ; and the dicta of the captain, utterly 
ignorant of medicine and hygiene, can cripple every sensible recommenda- 
tion the surgeon may make on behalf of the crew. The hope of promotion 
rests in the captain, or is dependent upon political or private interest, 
which stultify past services, damaged health from over-duty, or special 
recommendatory approval by the admiral on station ; aud the highest posi- 
tion attained, that of Director-General, confers only the privileges of a mere 
clerk at Somerset House, with an occasional C.B. honour. My Lords of 
the Admiralty act, as the rule, without his advice in appointments or in 
orders, thus defeating any wish he may have to do justice to deserving 
officers. 

A Fellow.—The annual election will take place in July next. Mr. Hilton will 
succeed Mr. Partridge as President. Further information will be given 
next week. 

Mr. Texvay axp te Hosprrat ror Srows. 


Ly a letter received from Mr. Barnard Holt just as we were going to press, 
that gentleman enters at some length into the question of special hospitals, 
and their “ injurious influence” on the public and the profession. We have 
not space to insert Mr. Holt’s communication, but quote its concluding 
sentences :— 

“Mr. Teevan is a personal friend of my own. I have the highest 

for him both as a surgeon and a gentleman; yet so strongly do I 

feel that it is neither expedient for the general i of the profession, 

nor for the Westminster Hospital in , where there is already a 

lithotriptic ward, that Mr. Teevan should be elected (so long as he retains 

the surgeoncy to the Stone Hospital), that should any other candidate 

offer himselt, I shall feel bound to support him to the utmost of my 

power. 

The nomination of candidates for the office of assistant-surgeon to the 
Westminster Hospital will take place on Tuesday next. 

M.D.—In a report of the Privy Council Office, the salary attached to the 
post of medical officer is £1500. That of the Director-General of the Army 
Medical Department is of the same amount, His brother officer in the 
sister department receives £200 less. 

Dr. Habershon is physician, not assistant-physician, to Guy’s Hospital, 





John Bull directs our attention to some very objectionable points in reference? 
to a dispensary in Golden-square, which is called “ The Hospital for Dis- 
eases of the Throat.” At another time we shall speak, not only of this, but 
of other special hospitals, and show the way in which they act injuriousiy to 
the profession and to the public. The following is from a “ prospectas” of 
the institution, and is quoted from an article in a periodical entitled the 
Medical Mirror. Can Sir Wm. Fergusson be aware that his name is being 
thus paraded ? 

“It is only just that we should mention that Dr. Morell Mackenzie, 
M.D. Lond. and M_R.C.P., of No. 13, Weymouth-street, Port!and-place, is 
the hon. physician, and there is no doubt that the gratifying results ob- 
tained at the institution are, in a great measure, due to that gentieman’s 
skill and experience. Mr. William Fergusson, F.R.S., of No. 13, Geor; 
street, Hanover-square, is the consulting surgeon. We omitted to ce 
what we consider an im nt feature in the institetion—viz., the excel- 
lent school it forms for the education of the profession in this branch of the 
‘art and mystery’ of medicine. At our visit to the dispensary we saw a 
number of practitioners and students learning the use of the new and 
valuable instrumevt which we have described above. Throat diseases ere 
probably the most painful and distressing of all the human ailments, and 
it is obvious that, from their diversity and danger, great skill snd much 
delicacy of nenioeeien are required for their treatment. Most vitall 
important is it that a special hospital or dispensary should be maintai 
by the benevolent for the benefit of the poor, so that they may be enabled 
to live and labour for their ‘daily bread,’ and that of their dependent 
families. This appears to us an institution peculiarly deserving of the 
gifts of the charitable, and we trust to see it soon far better supported than 
in the past.” 


M. A. B.—The subject of our correspondent’s letter is at once a difficult, de- 
pressing, and discreditable one; but it shall have our attention. Infanti- 
cide is only one of the Protean forms of evil which arise out of the growingly 
artificial state of society. 

Assistant Surgeon will find what he requires in the Army Regulations. 


Meprcat Paactics rw tae Counrey Drerarcrs or Jamarca, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srz,—In your journal of last week I observe a letter headed “ Want of 
Medical Practitioners in the Country Districts of Jamaica.” Now, as I 
happen to know something about this very district, I think it right to let my 
brethren know some particulars of it. About three years ago a letter was 
placed in my hands, written by a Presbyterian minister in the parish of Tre- 
lawney, Jamaica. In that letter the prospect of making £500 from all sources 
was held out to me. After making careful inquiries of the medical gentleman 
who had left that district, and was then residing in Glasgow, I determined 
to go to Jamaica, although he informed me that my expenses would be large. 
1 would require to keep two or three horses and four servants, and if I sue- 
ceeded in making £500 per annum, it was more than he ever could do. How- 
ever, I determined to give Jamaica a trial; but, from circumstances which I 
need not relate here, I was prevented from going. 

Another gentleman was found, who went out, and after remaining about 
six months, left, and returned to this country. He was told if he waited long 
enough he would be sure to realise the £500; but as this did not appear very 
likely, he bid adieu to the tropical clime of Jamaica, and returned once more 
to the barren clime of poor old Scotland, a wiser but poorerman Daring 
his stay he should, according to the statement in the letter, have made £260, 
but he did not make £50. 

The writer of the letter in your journa] says that his estate is in the centre 
of twenty estates in full work, and, although anxious for a medical man, they 
are not willing to guar:ntee £l5 each. £15 from each would be £300, 
must be poor indeed if they cannot give this sum, and I would advise no one 
to proceed thither unless he has some such guarantee. The owners of the 
estates will guarantee their managers, their bookkeepers, and all other 
officials before they will go ont to such a climate; buat they will do no such 
thing for a medical man. If they expect to get medical men on such easy 
terms, I hope they will find ee mistaken. 


remain, Sir, yours truly, 
December, 1866, A Cowstawt Rzeaprr. 
P.S.—I enclose my card. 


A M_D. hore de combat, in answer to a statement made in a political con- 

temporary, and which he thinks calculated to do harm, says :— 
“The winter climate of Pau, so far from being the ‘ worst in Earope,’ is 

an extremely eligible climate for many cases of chest disease, and I 
this after a very ample experience of al) the best climates in this country 
and many of the best abroad, including those of Madeira, Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, and the south of France, and this experience that both as an invalid 
and professional man. If the winter climate is superior to that of our 
Fazlish climates, the superiority of the spring climate of Pau is even more 
striking. In fact, there is no comparison at this period of the year as 
between Pau and our most favoared localities ; and although some con- 
tinental places of resort, as Rome and Mentone, are pleasanter at this 
period of the year, because drier and wa: mer—that is, drier in the sense of 
there being less rain,—I consider the spring climate of Pau the safest.” 

Medicus, (Bristol.)—The complaint has been made on many occasions before. 
There is considerable truth in some of the remarks; but did not the Edin- 
burgh school for many years furnish the majority of army surgeons? 

Dr. Adams is thanked. 

Mr. Johnson, of Gray’s-inn-road, sends us the fo!lowing advertisement cut 
from the Holborn and Bloomshury Journal of December 22nd :— 

“ Medical Diploma and Medical M's to be disposed of. A chance. Ad- 

dress, with stamp, to M. Hammond, 20, Herbert-street, Hoxton. 

Mr. Jas. Haughton.—The question has been fully discussed in the pages of 

Tax Lancer. 

Mr. 8. Edye.—So shabby a remuneration has not been offered by any other 

Board of Guardians. In London the average has been £100. 





Dr. W. S. Gervis.—By order of Tribner and Co., Paternoster-row. 
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Scancrry or Meprcan Practrrtowsrs rv Jamarca. 

Wr have received a host of letters requesting information on the above sub- 
ject. Those of our correspondents who contemplate trying the experiment 
of making a practice in Jamaica, will do well to read a letter in this day’s 
Layczt in reference to the matter. 


&X, Y. B.—In Coxeter’s Catalogue of Surgical Instruments, drawings are 


given of Simpson's short forceps. But our pondent should b 
that Sir James Simpson has frequently recommended practitioners to 
ase his long foreeps on all occasions; believing that an obstetrician is 
more likely to become dextrous in manipulating who confines himself to 
one pair of forceps, and studies that instrument carefully, than if he re- 
peatedly changes the form according as the foetal head is situated high or 
low in the pelvis. See the “Obstetric Memoirs and Contributions of James 
Y. Simpson, M.D.,” vol. i., p. 492. Edinburgh, 1855. 

4—Tue Lanczrt is printed on Thursday night, but not published till Friday 
morning. 





A Corrgction,. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

—A mistake occurs in my first letter published in your journal of the 
22nd instant. The article referred to in Holmes’s eg of Surgery should 
be art. “ Lithotrity,” not Lithotomy. I shall feel obliged by your correcting 
this error. I - = r, aia obedient servant, 

St. James’s-place, Dee. 22nd, Watrer J. Covusor. 


A Candidate (Birmingham), 2. P., and others anxious to know the reason 
why the names of the candidates recently examined in Arts at the 
College of Surgeons have not been published, are informed that the report 
has not yet been made to the Council. 

Scylla desires to know what remedy could be used for ascarides in a delicate 
person, who has tried al! the ordinary means without success. 


“A Cry vor Hetr.” 
TxE following contributions have been further received on behalf of the 






‘Amount already acknowledged eo - £29116 2 
Per Dr. G. C. Joxson. 
= — Sean, ier -- a #110 
rs. Brown, St. Jo miggenage cen om 1oo 
Mrs. Ranyard, Surbiton an 00 
Mrs. Hornby, The Chaun ; House, Toxford| <1 0 0 
Miss Jane Cawthorn and riends, Blackheath ... 6 5 0 
Per Dr. Guin. 
Edward Prior, Esq., Finsbury .., £100 
Per J. Anmuwson, Esq., Preston, 

T. Kirk ick, Esq., 'h, Manchester .£110 0 
ng Geena, Brewton <0 ste eee ok sD 
rs, Brown, tto - OW 0 
Dr. Brown, ditto - 110 
Messrs. Meek, ditto . 0 6 
Dr. Armivson, ditto . 010 6 
odgson, ditto es . 010 6 

Mr. J. Gornall, Warrington . 010 6 
Mr. J. Smith, Derby ie ae . 0W 6 
Rev. C. Squier, Preston .. ww - 060 
Mr. Holden, ditto. decane nea - 060 
Mr. J. Arminson, ditto ous wi de se 

oe = Laxcer. 

J. Jones, Esq.... ... 41 0 @ 
Mrs. Evans .. . . 0b 0 


Glasgow.—Though we cannot entirely concur in the resolutions passed at a 
late meeting of the Glasgow Medical Association, we do not think them 
open t» some objections which have been raised against them bya local paper. 
We repudiate anything like a system of trades unions amongst members 
of a learned profession ; but as we intend to enter more fully into this sub- 
ject on a future oceasion, we refrain from noticing at length the objections 
of our correspondent. Circumstances may arise even in a profession like 
that of medicine which may call for an association amongst those more 
immediately interested. 

A General Practitioner.—It is gratifying to learn that the disagreement has 
been adjusted. 

Errgcts or Joprpz or Porassium. 
To the Editor of Taw Lancer. 

Srz,—In answer to Mr. Miller’s ry, I beg to state that there are 
several wavs of preventing the cata symptoms caused by the exhibition 
of iodide of potassium. In ee the dose must be smal!, mach 
diluted, and taken on an em —— It may be combined with carbonate 
of potash, which prevents iodine being ast foue in the stomach, It may be 


in combination with ammonia, which acts on the skin, = 80 
relieves the mucous membranes ; Nahe bag oem with laudanum. 


Sir, yours, &c. 
Maida-hill, December 24th, 1866, ni R. 
Querens.—A. It is not imperative that he should live in the district. B. is 
qualified to hold a union appointment in any part of England and Wales, 
If the Poor-law Board insist upon it, A. must reside; but, under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, we do not think the Board would interfere if the 
guardians elected A. 
Exgarcvm.—In a paragraph in our last number, page 714, headed “ New way 
of treating Cancerous Tumours,” chloride of zinc (fourth line from bottom 
of first column) should read chloride of silver. 








Communications, Lerrers, &c., have been received from—Dr. Dickson; 
Mr. Barnard Holt; Dr. Greenhalgh; Dr. Habershon; Mr. F. J, Gant; 
Baron Liebig; Mr. I. B, Brown; Mr. Gregory; Mr. Watson; Mr. Ashton; 
Dr. Christie, Newport; Dr. Bleckley; Mr. 0. Pemberton, Birmingham; 
Mr. Carlyle ; Mr. Holl ; Mr. Wellesley, Cardiff ; Mr. Newington, Goudhurst ; 
Mr. Lowndes; Mr. Edwards; Dr. Jones, Towyn ; Dr. Dods, Auchtergaven ¢ 
Dr. Elias; Dr. Walker, Hanley; Dr. Tobin, Longridge; Dr. W. A. Jamieson, 
Preston ; Mr. Gale; Mr. Broom; Dr. W. B. Herapath; Dr. Creegeen, Peels 
Dr. Underhill, Great Bridge; Mr. Thurston, Wolston; Dr. Hardwicke; 
Mr. Laxton; Mr. Kennerley; Mr. Croft; Dr. Lance, Eoniskean ; Dr. Routh; 
Mr. Burnaby; Mr. Cameron, Ardiai; Dr. Sullivan, Limerick; Mr. Welsh; 
Dr. Harling; Mr. Jackson; Dr. Ramsey, Galston; Mr. Price, Durham; 
Mr. Spilsby; Dr. O’Connor, Chatteris; Dr. M‘Alister; Dr. Goodchild, 
Leamington; Dr. Edye; Dr. Scholefield, Pickering ; Dr. Dixon, Wrexham ; 
Mr. J. Williams; Mr. Leigh; Mr. Baines; Mr. Sandicand; Mr. Greenway ¢ 
Dr. Jervis, Ashburton; Mr. Bennett, Llanurtyd; Mr. Lucas, Huntingdon ; 
Mr. Rayner, Uxbridge; Dr. Kilire, Rothwell; Dr. Cullingworth, Bawtrys 
Mr. Machley, Wilsden; Mr. Corn; Mr. Hooker; Mr. Walter Williams; 
Dr. Sall; Mr. Leggatt; Mr. Haughton, Dablin; Mr. Fry; Mr. Chartham ; 
Dr. Harden; Dr. Stewart, Newport; Dr. Case; Mr. J. Anderson, Heston; 
Mr. W. J. Coulson; Mr. Norris; Mr. Boustead, Kurrachee; Mr. Doherty, 
Kinsale; Mr, Brace; Mr. J. Johnson; Dr. Adams, Glasgow; Dr. Plinio; 
Mr. Garnault; Mr. De Grelle; Mr, Lord; Mr. Goodsir; Mr. Curgenven; 
Dr. Handfield Jones; Mr. Harding; Mr. Coates, Bridlington; Dr. Sisson ; 
Dr. Grosvenor; Mr. Ewen; Mr. Cornell; Dr. Morison, Swinton; Dr. Bell, 
‘ockermouth ; Dr. West; Mr. Garner, Downpatrick; Dr. Lindsey, Gilgel; 
Dr. Pratt, Mountmorris; Mr. Kendrick; Mr. Shillito; Dr. Ritchie, Glas- 
gow; Mr. Hockin; Dr. Houseman, Barras Bridge; A Country Surgeon; 
A Constant Reader ; Scylla ; Country Practitioner ; J.Q. ; M.D., M.B.C.S.L,3 
John Ball; Quekett Microscopical Club; A M.D. hors de combat; F. RB. 
X. Y. B.; A.P.; W.C.; Qumrens; Assistant-Surgeon; H. R.; A. B.; &c. 
Tux Liverpool Daily Post, the Retford News, and the Harrogate Herald 
have been received. 


Medical Diary of the Week. 


Monday, Dec. 31. 


Sr. Marx’s —y po vor FistvLa aNpD-oTuER DiszasEs OF THE RECTUM.— 
ons, 9 a.m. and 1} Pp. 

Roya. Lonpon Opataatmurc —— , MooxrtEtps.—Operations, 10} a.m. 

Marzorouitay Faas H , 2 PM. 











Tuesday, Jan. 1. 


Royrat Lowpow Orpnrmatmic Hosprrat, Moozrreivs.—Operations, 10} a.m. 

Guy's HosrrtaL.—Operations, 14 Pp... 

Westminster Hospttar.—Operations, 

Natrowat OatTHoPapic ——— a 

Roya Lysrrrvtion.—3 P.x. land, . +4 “ihe Chemistry of Gases.” 
(Javenile ) 

Awrmroro.oeicaL Society or Lonpox.—S P.M. 

Pammgngenees Socizty or Lowpon.— 8 p.m. General Meeting for Election 


Wednesday, Jan. 2 


Royat Loypow Opataatmic Remwmen, Masesunne~Cpemtiens, 10} 4. 

Mippuiesex Hosprrau.—Operations, 1 P 

Sr. Many’s Hosprrat. —— lip 

Sr. BaRTHOLOMEW'S oe wongar be Le al 1) Pw, 

Sr. Toomas’s Hosrrrau.—Operations, 14 Pp. 

Great Norturkey Hosprrar.—Operations, 2 ‘Pax. 

Unrverstry Cotte@s Hosprrar.—Operations, 2 P.. 

Lowxpow Hosprrat- ‘ions, 2 p.m. 

Merropourtan Association oF Mepicat Orricers ov Heattu.—é Pm, 

OxstetaeicaL Society or Lonpon. — 7 p.m. Special Meeting of Council, — 
8r.m. Mr. W. A. Hunt: “ Footal Peritonitis in Utero;” and other papers, 
9 p.m. President’s Address. 


Thursday, Jan. 3. 


Rorat Lowpow Orurmatmic Hosrrrat, ar a 10} a.m, 
CENTRAL Lonxpon Orutuatmic Hosprta. 


Royat Orruorapre Hosrrtat- —Operations, 2.» : 
Royat Lystrrvrion.—3 Pp... Prof. kland, “On the Chemistry of Gases.” 
(Juvenile Lectures.) 


Harveran Socrety or Lowpon. — 8 p.m. The President: “ Report of the 
Committee on Infanticide and Infant Mortality.”—Conversazione, 


Friday, Jan. 4. 
Rorat Lowpow OrntHatuic HosrrtaL, Moorrieips.—Operations, 10} 4.M. 
Waerminstss Oraraaturo Hosritat.—Operations, 1¢ p.m. 


Saturday, Jan. 5. 
Sr. THomas’s Hosprran.-—Operations, 9} a. 
Royat Lowpon Oraraanmic Hosrrrat, Hoourrazp8.—Operatons, 10} aM, 
Sr. BarTHOLOMEW's em SE may 1} Pm, 
Kre’s Cotrecs H 
Royat Fass H —Op 
CHABING-CROSS Hosrrtan-Oper 


Boyat Iwstrrvrion.—3 P.u. Pro’ 
(Juvenile Lectures.) 








ns, 14 oa 
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Abdomen, injury to the, 49 
Abdominal 3s, are, isaken for ovarian disuse, 


aie CorrEsPonpENcr.— Medical fees, 222— 

Cattle placue, ib.—Sanitary measures, ib. 
Aberdeen University, 413; pass-list of, 195; 

‘on Sane of Up, 30; the Lord Rectorship of the, 
Abernethian Society, St. Bartholomew's, 482, 536 
Absolon c. Statham, 551, 561, 680, $54, 641, 676 
ms = A of Medicine at at Paris, Obstetric section of 


Accident, melancholy, 
Accoucheur, —- aoath ~5 386 
monster, an, 568 
Tieten'te'e of, on Jf case of intentional 
ing by, recovery, 
Actual cautery parallel clamp, 70 
Acupressure, on the treatment of aneurism by, 519, 


524 
Addenbrooke's Hospital, 41 
Addactor el of the thigh, the, in domestic 


imiralty fees, 71 
julteration of treed, conviction for, 714 
lulterations in Spain, 510 
rican physic, native, 732 
Professor, 223 
notice of, 55 


7 og ee J. C., obituary 
fresh, on the amount of, required to reduce to 
the normal standard the carbonic acid in air 











, 334 
naling ous the con- 
ver aud other diseases, 





ie 
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C., a case of premature menstrua- 
eof myeloid transformation of the 


aR, eee Se canes ot 
Artillery Association, 

Dr, J., remarks on the a and 

— epilepsy, 356; the treatment of 

sq Ameen end © Currey.” the, 102 


—— Med bon fre ner ee the, 14 

—— Pharmaceutical Association, 
the (review), 550 

——— soldiers, stature of, 281 


na 
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Proceedings of 


yada Dosd wnties Oe Gagné. 


tion of, 70 
Ph ... \, 


ligature by silver wire of ae Be. 
19, 


ie 








tary condition of the, 166; death-rate in the, 168 ; 
medical for 554; medical director: 


Arsenic-eating, 341 
Artesian wells of Grenelle and Passy, the, 626 
Se aaa, Oe 
Asphalte, 192 
my op re oer 
the cure of stricture of the urethra, 146; 
, action of the muscular coat of the urethra, 617 


against 256 
Aachen analysis of 150 unpublished cases of, 
3a4 
Athens, Sanmiy fh. Bs a new disease among 
beasts of burden at, 
Adeinen | Dr. F. P., a use of local 





anwst hesia, 226 ; the causes of cholera, 371 
Atlas of Surgical and T: Anatomy (re- 
view), 40 
Auckland, Medical Society 


, Dr. ion, 
Axia en nen on the spinal cord, 
death, 459 


Bad water and bad smells, 391 
Ball, Dr. B., oS Rneumatism (review), 329 
Bal moti Saree cated, SS 
Bantock, . &. G., elitoridectomy, 5 

Barker, a Hon A, 7 anny 


381 
Barlow, Dr. G. H., obituary notice of, 454; funeral 
of, 482; ine lata, 513 
the dreadful colliery explosion at, 681, 735 








Begbie, Dr.J., note on the use of bromide of potas- 
sium in 664 


Beigel, Dr. H., treatment of cholera by hypodermic 
injections of warm water, 352 
Belgian medical men, shabby treatment of, by the 
authorities, 655 
oe) ~ J. V., poisoning by 4 through acci- 
tal impregnation of water 
Barre (Mr. J. _ of the haiees of Surgery, 


(review), 549 
Bennet, Dr. J. H., on the treatment of pulmonary 
consumption by hygrene, climate, and medicine, 


406, 433, 492, 487 
Bennet, Br. J. H., address i medicine, 161 
and donations to medical charities, 27, 

139, 398, 714 

Béraud, M. B. J. ie of Sales Ba Sipe 
graphical Anatomy (review), #0 

Bernutz and Goupil’s Diseases of Women (review), 
470 
Bickersteth’s process, employment of, for pro- 

anne utes S 2 ne e upuniied fracture of 
the hb 605 


umerus, 

Bidenkap, Dr, L., remarks on syphilitic inocula- 
tion, 119 

Bremincaam CoxrresponpreNcs.—Hospital Sun- 
“ 535—The Medica! Schools, iv.—The 


Birming’am, workhouse infirmary of, 502; 
Midland M. dical Society of, 5u8, 855, 740; byine. 
in Hospita’, 715 

Births in wors houses, 706 

Bisulphide of carbon, poisonous properties of, 267 

ye ae 4 

Black, Dr. Cc. syphilitic and phagetenio 
hy ‘their oathelenn. and local and con- 
stitutiona! treatment, 466, 521 

Blackburn Infirmary, 525, 595 

Biaine’s On lines of the Veterinary Art (review), 


550 
a ~ eae Change in Type of Disease (review), 
—— Mr. W. H., work »ouse infirmary re- 


Me vy the, 371; chemistry aud histology of 
ay be. A., Notes et Réf. xions Médico-Chirur- 
arma eye Phiegmasies de la Matrice (review), 


Bowman, Mr, W., address in surgery, 1 
Bradbury, Mr. J, nT tae cakt dung 
pregnancy, 226 
Br .dford Infirmary, 273 
edico- hirurgical Socie y, 
Brain, case of disease of t aire dds of tha, tnvelv- 
the corpus stristum, &c.; the aphasia of 


jans 
, 713 
and suicide at, 47, 84, 103 
Se Ss the Toomer case, 396 
British Association, 282; Mr. Grove's address to 
= proceedings of the, 247; physiology at 





_ Sovcien I. “Drv clituridestom 495, 616, 708 
—, Mr. b 
Met obituary notice off 961; the late 
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Bruce, Dr. A., observations in the military hospitals 
of Dresden, 201, 260, 483 

Bryant, Mr. T., Clinical Surgery (review), 40; ele- 

tiasis arabum, or elephas, successfully treated 

i the — of a ligature to main artery of 


Buchan ‘Medical Society, 223 

Burlington House, 675 

Burn, Mr. W. B., Vr. Richardson's apparatas, 512 

Barnett, Dr. C. M = obituary notice of, 566 

Burrows, Dr. G., 

Butterfield, Mr. “w. H., vaccination, 251 

Buttock and perineum, severe punctured wound of, 
the result of a fall from a second-floor window 
on to the area railings, 411 


Cc 


Cesarean operation, particulars of a case of, 203, 
250; Dr. Greenhalgh’s case of, 280 
Callender, Mr. G. W., on a case of stricture of the 
urethra, with complications, 185 
Cambridge scholar-bips, 363 
University, 406; the Student’s Guide to (re- 
view), 40; regulations of, 291; pass-list of, 680 
Camphor in cholera, 114 
Cancer, the acetic acid treatment of, 440, 497 ; the 
treatment of, 597; on Intra-thoracic (review), 
266; of the petrous portion of the temporal bone, 
439; of the liver, case of, 721 
peng | tumours, a new way e treating, 714 
a, ton, Mr. E., ee ge to, 7 
Capel illage Hospital, 446 
tal pun shment, 82 ; and infanticide, 57 
bon” case, another, 672 





Carnarvon, 705 

Carter, Dr. H., lymphatic complication in elephan- 
tiasis, 279 

the incision in, 23 

Cattle plague, the, 29 334, 341, 453, 631, 701; the 
Third Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the Origin, Nature, &c., of the 
(review), 12; the drawings in the report of the, 
19; in Lambeth, 53; in S.uth America, 139 

Centenarian, biography of a, 169, 255 

Cerebral arteries, case of disease of the (syphi- 
~y ?) ; softening of the brain ; clinical remarks, 


Cerebrum, the Convolations of the Human, Topo- 
graphically considered (review), 525 ; 

Cervierl can«l, on stricture of the, 631 

vertebra, successful reduction of a disloca- 
tion of the, 343; remarkable instance of reco- 
very after fracture and partial dislocation of 
the, 607 

Cervix uteri and its cavity, on yt - new mode of 
treating epithelial cancer of the, 469 

Chalk, living (?) organisms in, 677 

Charcoal! pegs for actual cautery, 399 

isoning by, 66 





—— vapour, case of 
Charing-eross Hospital Medical School, distribu- 
tion of prizes at, 195; introductory address at, 
376; contemplate : changes at the, 701 
Charity, seasonable, 7: 
Charlotte, Empress, case of the, 453 
Chart of medicinal prenarations, 566 
Charteris, Dr. M., sma!l-pox and vaccina‘ion, 108 
Chater, Mr. S., arrest of hemorrhage by xylo- 
styptic ether, 456 
Chaussier, death of a descendant of, 196 
Cc) , consumption of, 675 
Cheltenham General Hospital and Dispensary, 658 
Chemical pomensiateire, 57 
ety, 589 
Child murder in France, 369 
Chisolm, Dr. J. J., the influence of opium in cases 
of wounds and ‘injuries, 14; a simple method of 
radically curing reducible hernia, 231 
Chloroform inhalation, mode of resuscitating pa- 
tients dying under, 14; death from, 595 
Cholera, progress of the, 22. 27, 40, 71, 103, 134, 
141, Teh, 193, 198, 333, 366, 394, 449, 504, 615; 
on the treatment of, 30, 96, 153, 165, 170, 371, 
397, 442; the diffuson of, 43; autopsy in a fatal 
case of, 66; protoxide of nitrogen in, 69; re- 
marks on the nature and treatment of, 91, 118, 
204; in the metropolitan hospitals, 93, yu 148, 
182, 204, 232, 264, 327, 438, 547; commission, a, 
97; in the workhouses, 100; hospitals for, 105: 
in its Home, with a Sketch of the Pathology and 
Treatment of the Disease (review), 124; Brief 
Notes on the last Epidemic of, in Tarkey (review), 
ib.; An Essay on the Cause, ‘Diffusion, Localiza- 
Prevention, and Cure of, and other Epidemics 
pha ib.; Remarks on (review), ib; Non- 
itagious, ‘and the absurdity of Quarantine 
Restrictions demonstrated (review), ib.; the 
therapeutics of, 125, 238; on the Thames, 130; 
fields, cultiva'ed, ib. ; instructions of the College 
of Physicians for the treatment of, 135: effects 
of fear on the spread of, 142; a few hints on the 
treatment of, 148 ; the best medical staff for the 
treatment of, 155 ; epidemie, official investiga- 
tion of the, 157, 167; reports of the epidemic of, 








Hospital, Southampton, notes from the, 181; 
season, suitable drinks during a, 190; orders in 
council concerning, 192; on the treatment of, 
and the eliminative theory, 203; application of 


collodion in, 204; in Dublin, 211; reputed pro- | 


phylactic power of gas fumes axainst, 217; cor- 
respondence, 219, 276, 395; the Jewish population 
and the, 223; official victims of the, in Par's, ib. ; 
the logic of Dr. Johnson's castor-oil treatment 
of, 225; corpses, on marine and fluvial sepuiture 
for, ib.; data for the history of the epidemic of, 
in London, 242; at Cowes, notes on the, 263, 
336; on the disinfecting mode of treating, 281; 
What is it, and how to Prevent it (review), 329; 
Relief Committee, 340 ; amongst the hop-pickers, 
341; treatment of, by hypodermic injections of 
warm water, 352; in the east of London, retro- 


| 


| 


spect of the, 363; conference, the, 364; at Kid- | 


derminster, 368; a French mayor's mode of pre- 
paring for, 370; causes of, 371, 429; case of, 
treated with saline injection into the veins, 412; 


fatality of the four epidenics ot, in London, 414; | 


daily returns of, 419, 445; lesions found in pa- 
tients who have died of, 440; sulphar in, 483; 
treatment of, by the cold douche, 484; and the 
Diseases Prevention Act, 534; and diarrha@a, 538 ; 


on the Nature of, as a Guide to Treatment (re- | 


view), 548; 
Woolwich, 559, 683, 716; the, in Scotland, 587; 
the “ Brook” and the propagation of, ib.; a week 
without, 595; on the mortality from reaction in, 


597; preserv ation of Europe from, €37, 659 ; note | 


on the use of bromide of potassium in, 664; 
etiology of, 703; medical treatment of, 705; on 
the continent, 706; clinical remarks on, 720 
Choleraization, on, 600 
Chorlton Pauper Hospital, the, 421, 493 


Cireular No, 6, War Department, Surgeon-General’s | 533 
| Diabetes, on, 3; citrate of soda in, 24; on the treat- 


Office, Washington (review), 95 

City, a sanitary move in the, 615; coronership, 
the, 533, 556, 598 

Civic honours to medical men, 340 

Clark, Dr. A., on the treatment of unabsorbed 
pneumoniec deposits, 439 

Clarke, Mr, J. L., on the morbid anatomy of the 
nervous centres in general paralysis of the in- 
sane, 229 

Clavicle, case of separation of epiphysis of, 491 

Clay, Mr. J., Medical Provident Society, 220 

Climate of the south of France, notes on the, 324, 
353 


Clinical Surgery (review), 40 

Clitoridectomy, 51, 52, 114, 495, 560, 616, 639, 667, 
678, 697, 709, hs 736; iu Italy, 740; ©. clitoro- 
tomy, 655 

Clitoris on excision of the, as a cure for hysteria, 


, 667 
clad, ” Medical, the proposed, 56, 85, 170, 197, 273, 
389, 716 


Coal, the saving of, 588 

Cobbold, Dr. T. 5., Tapeworms, their Source, 
Nature, and Treatment (review), 525 

Cobra experimenta, 634 

Coecyx, on a ease of congenital tumour growing 
— the tip of the, 120 

Cockle, Dr. J., on Intra-thoracie Cancer (review), 


Coffee, as a disinfectant, 226 ; absorbent properties 


of, 286 

Colostrum, contractile corpuscles of the, 267 

Colour of hair and eyes, change of, 343 

Commissioners in Lunacy, Twentieth Report of 
the, to the Lord Chancellor een, 67 

eens philanthropy, 420 

and its 8, 733 

Beant Dr., 619 

Conquest, Dr. J.T., obituary notice of, 511 

Consamption, a fourth report of cases of, treated 
with pancreatic emulsion of solid fat, at the 
Roya! infirmary for Diveases of the Chest, 542 

Contagious diseases, contraction of, by summer 
visitors, 271; Act of 1886, 217, 359, 426, 584, 731; 
at Aldershot, 704 

“ Contract,” a, 586 

Convalescent hospitals, 30 

Cooper, Mr. G. L., on atrophy or degeneration of 
the upper and lower extremities from disease of 
the spinal cord, 38 

v. the London and North-Western Railway 








Company, 133 

Coroner, tor Central Middlesex, the, 24, 80; new 
medical, 630 

Coroners, Oey and the magistrates, 129, 476 

Corpus callosum, a second case in which it was 
detective, 209 

Cottage hospital at Savernake, 27 

Cc n, Mr. W., anto-inoculation from a hard 
chancre, 180; and the Stone Hospital, 698, 708 

County infirmaries, 554 

Cow-pox, spontaneous, is there we sh 4 ges 23 

Craigie, Dr. D., obituary notice of, 

Crane’s charity, 566 

Cribb, Mr. #., obit notice of, 390 

Cricket, a mad game at, 264 





in the east of ‘London, 157, al 272; notes on 
the treatment of 123 cases of, in the Liverpool 
Infirmary, July and August, 1866, 178; 








t, hospital for British seamen at, 626 


om oil, poisoning by, 139 
ae IIA $327" a, 600, 539, 568, 698, 658, 
684, 717, 741 


in Wales, 556; the outbreak of, at | 





Cuffe, Mr. C. M., treatment of diarrh@a and cholera 
by the eold douche, dsb 

Cunningham, Mr. J., the sanitary condition of 
Saltburn, 505 

Curgenven, Mr, J. B., roseola cholerica (?), 285 

Curiosities of medica! literature, 551 

Curling, Mr. T. B., a Practical Treatise on the Dis- 
eases of the Testis, of the Spermatic Cord, and 
Scrotum (review), 39 

Cuticular vesicles of the thigh seeveting a chyle-like 
fluid, 37 


Dd 


Da Costa, Dr. J. M., Medical Diagnosis, with special 
reference to Practical Medicine: a guide to the 
knowledg2 and discrimiuation of diseases (re- 
view), 413 

Dalton, Dr. T., on a case of rupture of the uterus 
during labour, ob 

Damson-stone, death from swallowing a, 339 

Dartford, the new lunatic asylum at, 369 

Dead-house of S:. Clement's Danes, the, 53 

Dead Sea, the, 223 

Deaf-mutiem, 17, 113 
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